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PLC Acquires 115-acre Bandera Farms Property in Summerfield

e Acquisition secures a key link in future Piedmont Greenway corridor
e Conservation of floodplain protects Greensboro’s drinking water
e Local government cooperation leads to success

Piedmont Land Conservancy (PLC) acquired 115 acres on Bunch Road along
Reedy Fork Creek in Summerfield today in a landmark multi-jurisdictional conservation
effort. The property, called Bandera Farms, protects a critical link in the Piedmont
Greenway, a planned 19 mile greenway that will connect Greensboro to Winston-Salem
through Triad Park and Kernersville and creates additional buffers along Reedy Fork
Creek, the City of Greensboro’s drinking water supply. In addition to supporting a mile
of the Piedmont Greenway, the property will be developed as a trails preserve, with a
focus on equestrian trails.

“PLC will protect nearly 2,000 acres throughout our nine county region this year”,
says Fred Berry, president of PLC’s Board of Directors. “However, this project is likely
the best example of the unique role we can plan. We’re very proud to have brought
people and local governments together to conserve this land and increase outdoor
recreational opportunities in Guilford County.”

The acquisition of Bandera Farms represents the first time three municipalities
and Guilford County have collaborated jointly on a preservation and recreational project.
PLC purchased the property for $575,000, which is the appraised value of the property.
The Towns of Summerfield and Oak Ridge, the City of Greensboro and Guilford County
all contributed funds toward the purchase of the property. PLC was awarded a grant from
the NC Department of Justice’s Environmental Enhancement Grant Program to complete
the purchase.

PLC will own the property temporarily until it is transferred to the Town of
Summerfield for permanent ownership and management. PLC and the Town of
Summerfield will jointly seek additional grant funds to cover the costs of site
development, which will include parking and up to ten miles of horse trails. Construction
of the Piedmont Greenway on the property will be a longer term effort.

PLC purchased Bandera Farms from the Henson Family, who has owned the
property since the early 1970s. The original property was bisected by I-73.

The only other public horse trails in Guilford County are located at Northeast
Park and Bryan Park North, with five miles of trails each.



Justin Conrad, Guilford County Commissioner, says “The Piedmont Greenway
will be a great asset for all of Guilford County and I’'m pleased that the County was able
to cooperate with the municipal partners and Piedmont Land Conservancy to help get this
critical parcel acquired.”

Piedmont Land Conservancy is a grassroots land trust dedicated to permanently
protecting important lands to conserve our rivers and streams, natural and scenic areas,
wildlife habitat and farmland that make the Piedmont a healthy and vibrant place to live,
work and visit for present and future generations. PLC has protected over 28,300 acres in
246 projects across its nine-county region of Alamance, Caswell, Forsyth, Guilford,
Randolph, Rockingham, Stokes, Surry, and Yadkin counties. To learn more about the
Conservancy, and how you can support its efforts to protect farms, rivers, forests, wildlife
habitat and urban greenways and parks, visit www.piedmontland.org or call
(336) 691-0088.

Bandera Farms property along I-73, credit Piedmont Land Conservancy

Reedy Fork Creek on Bandera Farms property, credit Piedmont Land Conservancy.



