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_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Pursuant to relevant North Carolina General Statutes, the following parameters shall be followed 
concerning the “Public Comments” portion of a Town Council meeting: 

• “Public Comments” will be placed as an agenda item where deemed most appropriate.  

• Speakers wishing to address the Town Council shall sign the speakers list prior to the meeting 
including name and address. 

• The Council may establish a maximum time period for an open forum during its regular 
monthly meeting to hear speaker comments. This time limit may be extended if Council deems 
it prudent to do so. 

• The length of each speaker’s time will be limited to three (3) minutes per meeting. 

• No one speaker may yield “their minutes” to another. 

• If an organization is represented, one person shall be the spokesperson for said organization. 

• Comments are to be directed to the Council as a whole. If a speaker wishes to address the 
Town Attorney, Town Manager, or other staff member, permission must be acknowledged by 
the Mayor or other person in charge of the meeting. At Council’s discretion, others might be 
allowed to respond following the public comments. 

• The open forum is intended to provide the Council an opportunity to hear speakers from the 
floor. It is not intended to subject the Council to answering impromptu questions or requests 
for action.  

• Speakers are expected to be civil in their language and presentation. 

• Speakers must be recognized by the Mayor or Mayor Pro-tem, with only one person speaking 
at a time. 

• The Town Council reserves the right to ask questions of the speaker for clarification. 

• Any speaker who was not heard because of the time limitations has the option of requesting 
placement first on the list for the next regularly scheduled monthly meeting. 

• In lieu of or in addition to speaking, a speaker may distribute literature or exhibits to Council 
and staff for their review. After a speaker has made their presentation or comments, they shall 
be seated with no further debate, dialogue, or comment. 


