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PURPOSE AND INTENT: In accordance with SL 2020-3, SB 704, (enacted) and GS §166A-19.24, this
policy is set forth to define the rules under which remote meetings of Town Council, Zoning Board,
Board of Adjustment, or Town committees are to conduct remote meetings upon issuance of a
declaration of emergency under GS §166A-19.20 if the declaration of emergency applies to the Town.

DEFINITION: A remote meeting is an official meeting with between one and all of the members of
the public bodies listed above participating by simultaneous communication (any communication
by conference telephone, conference video, or other electronic means).

RULES AND PROCEDURES:

1) Notice of the meeting shall specify the means by which the public can access the remote meeting
as the remote meeting occurs.

2) Any member of the public body participating in the remote meeting in which that member
cannot be physically seen by the public body must identify himself or herself in each of the
following situations: a) when the roll is taken or the remote meeting is commenced; b) prior to
participating in the deliberations, including making motions, proposing amendments, and
raising points of order; and, c) prior to voting.

3) All votes shall be by roll call.

4) The minutes of the meeting shall reflect that the meeting was conducted by simultaneous
communication, which members were participating by simultaneous communication, and when
such members joined or left the remote meeting.

5) The meeting shall be simultaneously streamed live online. If the meeting is conducted by

conference call, the public shall be provided an opportunity to dial in or stream the audio live
and listen to the remote meeting.

6) Public hearings required or authorized by law may be conducted provided the public body
allows for written comments on the subject of the public hearing to be submitted between
publication of any required notice and 24 hours after the public hearing.

7) Quasi-judicial hearings may be conducted in accordance with GS §166A-19.24(f).



TOWN orzf%; . - TOWN POLICY

8) A vote or failure to vote by any member present by means of simultaneous communication shall

be treated as if the member were physically present only during the period while simultaneous
communication is maintained for that member.
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