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COUNCIL MINUTES FEBRUAR \' 29. 2024. 3:30PLJ. -sFI) Tol!N HALL

The special called meeting vlas called to orcler at 3:31pm by Sessoms

The following were presentl

Council Staff

Tim Sessoms, Mayor
Lynne Williams frevaney, Mayor Pro-tenr
tleath Clay
John Doggeft
jonathan Hamilton
Janelle Robinson

Scott Whitaker, Manager
[)ee Hall, Finance CXficer
Sarah Tibbetts, Clerk

APPROVAL OF ACENDA

DeVaney motioned to approve the agenda as presented, the motion was seconded by Robinson and

carried unanimously.

DE.ANNEXATION NOTICVRESPONSVP UBLIC RELATIONS FIRM

Devanev read a statement that the Council is anticipating de-anneration to be pursuetl in April
during the General Assembly's short session du.' to a recent conversahon between Senator Berger

and Council menrber. Berger stated he still supports tlre passing of HB-5. [ lamilton stated he spoke

with Berger directly at recent meeting at stokestlale l own Hall. Hamilton believes the Council

should attempt to contact f)avid Couch to see if he has interest in filing a re-zoning application.
'fhere w.as Council consensus to contact Couch and Berger to see what conrpromises could be made.

Hamilton suggested contracted attorney Michael Thelen could reach out to Couch's attorney (Tom

Terrell) and discuss a way to approach Berger. I lamilton offered to ask'l'helerr to c()ntact Terrell.

There ra'as a lengthv convt'rsation betn.een I Iam ilton and Sessoms regarding thc release of de-

annexation-related emails among attorneys, and thre'e resolutions Passed Prior to the most October 5

text amendment r,1,as also cliscussed. Hamilton stated that the resoluhotrs hold no legal rn'eight and

Council could unclo thenr. Sessoms stated the rc.solutions were passed to builtl trust ancl shou' the

torvn *,as rvilling to work rvith the General Assembly antl rleveloper. Clay askctl Sessoms if he

could contact Berger and attcntPt to facilitate a nrceting betrveen him antl Council.

l)eVaney stated Council's tiesire to hire a PR firnr and a recomnteltdation atrcl pricing would be

forthcoming. 'fhere was consensus to allow t)eVanty to find a PR firm and work with tIall to get the

contract pre-auditetl and make budget amendmcnts. Whitaker suggestcd a cost caP for the services.

I Ianrilton nrotioned to hire a PR firm ancl for [)<'Vant'v to be appointed to retain one, the motion was

seconded by Rotrinson and carried 4-1 x,rth f)Qggett opposed f)oggett stated he fclt spending more

ta\payer money $asn't in the best interest of thc town at this point due to the state'tnents made by

Ilerger and the 1.ror.r't'r ht'holds.
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NOTICE OF BOB HORNIK, TOWN ATTORNEY

Devaney stated she asked for the attomey's resignahon to be posted online and was told by

Whitaker that the marority of Council should direct the social media post. Council agreed by
consensus to have Whitaker post the resignation letter on the town's Facebook page. Hamilton
stated he has a fen attorneys lined up to interview for the position. DeVaney stated they plan to
intervieh. in groups of two Council members to avoid a quorum or an effective majority.

LOBBYIST _ MODIFICATION OF CONTRACT

DeVaney stated the current King and Co. lobbyist contract has verbiage that only allows King to
work on matters for the tovvn related to de-annexation. Council desired to change the language so
that King could do other lobbying to the town's benefit. Hamilton stated the language would be
modified to the effect of "n'ork u,ould include additional subiect matter as agreed upon by both
parties." Hamilton motioned to amend the contract to say that King could work on behalf of the
town for additional matters if agreed upon by both parties, the motion r.r'as seconded by Doggett
and carried unanimously.

ADIOURNMENT

Doggett motioned to adiourn the meeting, the mohon was seconded by CIay, and carried
unanimously. The meeting was adiourned at 4:l6pm
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