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The meeting was called to order at 6:32pm by sessoms. Devaney provided the invocation, followetl
by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Robinson
The following were present:

Council Staff
'Iim Sessoms, Mayor
Lynne !Villiams DeVaney, Mayor Pro-tem
Heath Clay
John Doggett
,onathan Hamilton
janelle Robinson

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AG ENDA

Scott Whitaker, Manager
Dee tlall, Finance Officer
Brad Rc,ntz, Planning f)irrtor
Sarah l ibbetts, Clerk
Bob Hornik, To*'n Attorney

Sessoms asked Council to comider moving closed session up on the agenda since a representative rvas

present for attorney Mark Moore. DeVaney nrotioned to move closed session from item 15 to in betweelr

itenrs 10 and 11, to approve the 1 /26-27 relreat minutes with the amendment to state that the Council
would revisit the Republic Services conhact 6 months before the expiration date to get quotes in time to
change services if needed, and to move the opn and closed session minutes for 2/13 and the open for
2/29 to the April agenda for approval. Robin-son added an amendment to remove item 1{.l from the

agenda, u'hich DeVaney accepted. The mohon rvas secontled by Clay and carried unanimously

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Whitaker stated the dates for the Founders' Day event u'ere 5/17-18 and the town was accepting
applications for sponsors and vendor booths. Town hall rlould be closed 3/29 for Good Friday.
De\ranev announced a local church, cake bale-off and iudging 5/ 18 at noon. She also remindecl tlr.rt
shc is still accepting design ide'as for the torvn n'elconre sign. DeVanc-y stated that she attended tht'
Cuilford County Comnrissioners retreat and asked for funding for various town proiccts, such as

Phase 2 of SAP ballfields and rtnovations to e\isting parLs. She asked commissioners to consider
clonating Laughlin School to the tou'n if Cuilford Countv Schools surplus the property and
suggested vari<rus comnrunity, uses and a black history nluseum.

EMERCENCY SERVICES REPORTS

A. Summerfield Fire District: [n February, the Summerfit lc] Fire District ran 16 firt-related calls, 53
FlMlrelated calls, and 33 "other" calls for a total of 102 Decembc'r inciclents They also installer-l
4 child safety seats.

B. Cuil. Co. Sheriff's Dept.: ln February, tht, Sheriff's ()ftice responcle<l to a total of 271 calls rvithtn
Summerfield's tonn limits resulhng in 2l formal casc reports being filed

ATTACHMENTS FOR COUNCIL'S INFORMATION
Council received the follon,ing information $ ith no action taken: conr nrittee/ board nlinutes and thc
F'ebruary financial report.

PUBLIC COMMENTS i c I udins bu {lw t-rc lt ted cou rt ut, tr t s)
'feresa Perryman, 7401 Gret nla*,n Drive, spoke against the water plans and the A&Y Greenway
stating citizens clo not x,ant it.
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Church Brown, 6204 Moores Creek Drive, spoke against the decision not to renew Whitaker's
contract, stating it was vindictive and personal. He complimented Whitake/s faithful service and
stated that Council's actions would cost the town money and possibly its town charter.
lrxie Cline,7966 Highfill Road, spoke against the recent Council actions stating they were fast-
tracking the tovr.n to disaster. She spoke highly of Whitaker and was against letting him go.

Joe Shelton, 726 Penns Grove Road, spoke against Hamilton's actions and treatment of the mayor
and staff. He felt Council's actions toward each other and others were wrong and embarrassing.
Mary Horlacher, 7012 Blacksmith Court, asked Council to treat each other better, stated to Sessoms
that he sets the tone and tolerance for the town, and felt everyone needed to be respectful. She felt
that de-annexation would be destructive to the town and citizens
Beth Kaplan,7979 Highfill Road, spoke against Council's decision not to pay the manager a
severance after years of loyal service to the town.
Kyle Stalls, 7823 Wilson Farm Road, volunteered his time and efforb to create a media piece that
could be used for PR to summarize the de-annexation facing the town.
Gail Dunham, 5805 Snow Hill Drive, asked Council to vote against the A&Y Greenh'ay, stated
concems about the water tank and it not protecting existing wells, and spoke about the grant money
secured for Bandera Farms Park.

Priscilla Olinick,3100 Pleasant Ridge Road, thanked the Council, stated it was time to do something
about de-annexation, and volunteered her time to help. She felt Council was getting nothing done
and that it was time to $/ork together and stop bickering and pointing fingers.
Patti Stokes, 6911 Maynard Road, stated she was disheartened by the Council vote to not renew
Whitaker's contract. She felt he nas highly competent and respecfful to all even when he had been
publicly disrespected. Stated added that Council was not grving any helpful direction, was blaming
others, and it was hme to work together, stop bickering, and citizens were ready to rally and help
where needed.

Cara Dohner, 2644 Lunsford Road, stated she was running for District 5 for the Guilford County
School Board and her focus was on mental health for children.
Du/ayne Crawford, 1106 NC Highvr,ay 150-W, requested a press release that could be sent to other
towns and offered his time to assist.

John Blust,5530 David Christian Place, Greensboro, thanked citizens for their votes, and stated he is
willing to work on de-annexation. He explained that every cihzen should be heavily contacting their
state representatives daily.

Danny Nelson, 2500 Pleasant Ridge Road, reiterated the need for everyone to email representatives
and felt that de-annexation affects every town in the state. He was concerned that the r^'ater system
would lay the groundwork for developers and apartments.

COUNCIL, MANAGE& AND/OR ATTORNEY RESPONSE TO COMMENTS
DeVaney wanted to clarily that her request to Guilford County for Laughlin was not a request for
ARPA funding but that it be given to the town at no cost if surplused.

Sessoms stated that when you work with someone for so Iong and have so much respect as he has
for Whitaker, it's hard to set it aside. He shongly recommended that Council begin negotiations
with Whitaker and see if he would stay. He suggested a Council motion, or in absence of such a

motion, to at least agree to let Whitaker go now with a g-month severance when his contract expires
in June so he can take care of family mafters. Doggett motioned to pay Whitaker a year severance if
the Council is not going to renew his contract, the motion died for a lack of a second.
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BANDER A FARMS PARK (Porrd prcstlttatiott)

Lisa Roberts with Pond antl Co. gave a presentatiorl o[ their recent $'ork arrd plans for the design of
the park, u'hich listed key features of park amenities Whitaker statecl the slideshow woulcl be

uploaded to the to'i4'n's *ebsite Palmer Mclntrye with the Piedmont Land Conservancy spoke

biieflv about the multiple grants the town had securecl and described hou'such an anrazing park
would benefit not only tlre town but the entire r.'8ioll.

CLOSED SESSION

DeVaney nrohoned to move to closed session to consult !1ith an attorney enrPloyed or retained by

the pubiic body in orcler to p
318.11(aX3) and NCCS 1,13-3

reselve tht' attorney-client privilege a

18.11(a)(5). The motion was seconded
s orovrded under NCGS l{3-
by Janelle and carried

unanimously.
DeVaney motioned to return to open session at 9;03pm, the motion u as seconded by Hamilton and

carried unaninrously.
DeVaney motioner.l to hire the Maynarcl Nexsen law firm to represent the town regarding NAACP
concerns, the nrotion ra'as seconded by Hamilton and carried unanimously.

Hornik notet'l that no cliscussion of employment cQntracts took place even though NCGS 1{3

-118.11(aX5) rvas cited for the closed sessurn

f)eVaney statecl she woultl like the public to knon that a statement $'ould be forthconring fronr the

attorneys Council agreed by consensus that Hamilton would continue to be the'liaison betwt'en

Council and attorneys.

PUBLIC IIEARIN ClACTION RE: REZONINC C ASE RZ-02-202{ lrctueslul tlnt se: Reside tial
lRS. fonrerlv RS-30 to Conditiorwl Zo irrs Nei hborhood Busirrt'ss ICZ.NB loc.ttiotr:4977
Rhotttlon Rd.; arcel: '14709(r)

Rentz presented the requestt'd change kr rezone one Parcel from the Residential District (RS,

formerly R930) to the Conditional Zoning Neighborhood Business District (CZ-NB). Parcel number
147096 $'as located at.l9l7 Rhondan Roacl ancl totaled t0.43 acres He stated the Planning
Department felt it was compatible with the Comprehensive Plan (antl that Policy Areas 

.1.1, 
1 2, antl

1.5 rvere acldressed with the proposed conditions) duL' to its APproPriate, Lirnited Commercial
Development stating this rezoning request proposes changing a residentially-zoned proPcrty to a
commercially-zoned property, this parcel was previously used as a church (religious itrstitution, a

perrritted use in the RS tlistvict), and that the Planning Departnlettt had ret-ommended approval as

proposetl by tht applicant.
'l he applicant, Ryan Chahon, spoke next and thanke'tl Council antl staff for their time and
consit{eration. lJe presentetl a slitleshorv showing horv he plans to use the huiltiing as a music
studio and ho$'he will sountlproof thc buikling b linrit noise pollution for nt'ighbors as rvell as for
the business

.Sc'sstrrrs rrfcrrcrl l/r publtc lwrrutg al 9:1iyrtt.

Gail f)unham, 5805 Snou' I Iill Drive, stated sht, felt this u'oultl bc a great addition to the community
Greg Chabon,8201 Fox Brian Court, Gree.nsboro, staterl he was the father of tht, applicant, ancl
stated that approval rfoulcl be supporting young, local entreprent'urs.
Mt'lissa Shtlar,49l6 Rhonclan Road, lives in the neighborhootl and thought it n,ould be a great
addition.
I'riscilla Olinick,3100 Pleasant Ridge Road, askc,cl the applicant it he u,ould bc t.illing to atlcl time
( onstrainls as dn dpPr()\ al (rrnrlition.
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Sessons closed the prtblic lrcaing ot 9:22pn.

Sessoms opened tlle floor for Council discussion. Robinson stated she walked the neighborhood and
knocked on neighbors' doors and didn't get a single complaint or opposition. She motioned to
approve case RZ-02-2024 stating that is was consistent with the town's adopted Comprehensive Plan
because of its Appropriate, Limited Commercial Development and its Community Ciraracter
Preservation, and that it would be reasonable and in the public interest because iidoes not
substantially hurt adjoining or abutting property values. Devaney offered an amendment to
removed Police substations ftom the permitted uses, which Robinson accepted. Devaney seconded
the amended motion, and the motion was carried unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARIN G/ACTION RE: REZONIN G CASE RZ-03-2O24 (requeste.l chanse: Apicultural
G to Resideutial locoti : 7968 Rd. rcel: 147293

Rentz presented the requested change to rezone one parcel from the Agricultural (AG) dishict to the
residential (RS) dishict. The parcel totals i3.69 acres and is located at 7958 Winfree Road with the
parcel number 147293. He stated that although the intent of the property owner is not a binding
factor in a rezoning decision, the Planning Department still r"comrnu.,dr 

"pproval 
of this rezoriing

given its Community Character Preservation by allowing agricultural land to be subdivided for tlie
potential use of family.
The applican! Amanda stafford, spoke next. she explained the desire to subdivide her parents' land
so that her and her brother could have equal pars. Since the property is zoned agricultural, it could
not be split, which is why she was requesting the rezoning.

Sessorus opened the public lanring ot 9:37pu.

With tro public contnwtts, Sessorrrs closed the pftlic hecing nt 9:37pnt.
Clay motioned that case RZ-032024 be approved as presented, stating the request is consistent with
the town's adopted Comprehensive Plan due to its community Charicter preservation and its
Attractive Community Appearance, and stated it is reasonable and in the public interest because it
does not substantially hurt adjoining or abutting proper$r values and wilabe in harmony with the
area which it is to be located and the general plans for the land use and development of the Tor.r'n of
Summerfield and its environs. The motion was seconded by DeVaney carried unanimously.

BUSINESS FROMTOWNMANAGER
A. A&Y Greenway (South) (routing reconunettilation from TOS Conrurittee, update): Whitaker

reminded that at the last meeting it was suggested that the TOS Committee have an opportunity
to discuss the older alignment idea for the A&Y to be fully on Summerfield Road. At the TOS
Committee meeting, there was a motion to recommend that Council move the alignment up the
east side of Summerfield Road that u'as approved unanimously. Whitaker asked Council to
consider the Committee's recommendation and stated he had spoken to Kimley-Hom about the
change, they u'ould have to resurvey the section and likely rework the existing sidewalk, and
that they needed Council direction before proceeding. DeVaney had questions about the right-
of-way (ROW) process. lryhitaker explained that an agency partnering $'ith Kimley-Hom was
handling all ROW aspects initially. Robinson stated she had spoken with homeowners on
Summerfield Road and not a single owner spoken wanted the trail, regardless of its construction
within State ROW. Clay stated he sees children playing, walkers, and birycles on Summerfield
Road often and feels the greenway will make the community safer, as well as help with
connectivity. He was in favor of the proiect and would like to see surveys begin and ROW
conversations start.
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Clal' motiont'tl to dirt'ct Kimlt y-[ Iorn to nrodify the scope of contract CON-203-fi1] to reflect a
nraior alignment change to the southern section of the A&Y Greenn al' (South) project - a nrovt,
allay from tht rvoorlttl, n'atersherl alignnrent specified in all previous n'ork.'I'he desired neu
alignment rvould requirt'surveying, design, and engineering from the US220 pedestrian tunnel
to parcel 145998 on Sunrmt'rfielcl Road and u'oulcl involve crossing to the east sicle of
Summerfit,ld Roacl near the Sunrnrerfield Road Trailhead so that the gre€nhay n'ill remain on
the east sitle of the roacl until the crossing near lr'lyers Fork Roatl. The motion u as seconded by
Doggett. Robinson rvanted to table tht'topic for more verification about the nrunicipal
agreement with NCIX)I'and Ilamilton llanted to table it as rvell. The mohon passed 3-2 rl'ith
Robinson and Harnilton opposed.

B. Reports, updates, or comments: Whitaker stated his desire to be on record about Council's
clealings rtith his c,mplovment situation. IIe stated that since the 2/13 nreehng rvhe'n Council
gave notice of non-renewal of his contract, there had been no contra€t or employnrent
discussions despite his requests. [{e nas told it would be addressed during the close,d session
that hatl just occurre'c'l Whitaker referenced the dispute about his contract's end datt being Junt,
of 2024 or 2025. He desirecl to resolve the situation amicably through honest discussions with
Council (irrsteacl of attorney involvement) but had not been afforded an opportunity to date.
Whitaker referencetl his 3/9 request for mediation and that it should occur per his contract
$'ithin 30 davs [ [e said that desired engagement about contract and errrploynrent, even apart
fronr meciiation. Hanrilton stateti tht Council would briefly discuss this under itenr F on the
agenda. Clay stated he reachecl out to Whitaker to converse, and Mitaker was not receptive to
that communication, which Whitaker disagreed with. Robinson stated she hacl also reache'd out
to !Vhitaker. Robinson also asketl why the Friday manager report emails had ceased, stating she
wanted the reports to continu€'. Whitaker responded that the last update reported about a

greenway nreting h'ith David Couch and ljessonrs, and Council beratecl him publicly for the
meeting. Ile clitl not rt ish to continue giving reports to be used against him in public settings but
woulcl consider serrtling future reports again

BUSINESS FROM MAYOR & COUN(]II-
A. Bandera house rental/ease agreement: The Finance Committee revien'ecl the lease agreemc'nt

for the Bantlera house pe,r Council's request. The Committee unanimously reconrmentletl thal
Council revit'll the contps gathered from sinrilar rentals in the triad and consicler increasing the
current rt'nt of $5()0 a ntonth to offset some of the future Bandera ['ark construchon costs. t lall
stated the conlps wert'trot gathered frorn honres in Summerfielcl tlue to there not being a lot ol
rental homt's on the market. Majori$ of Council did not n ish to increase the prict, of rent dut' to
the renter being a public se'rvant antl *'orking for the fire department. Robinson state{ for the
re'c.rd thc rcnter is a tiiend of hers ancl asked if she should be recused from voting, n hich
Ilornik statt'tl !t as not a conflict of intcrest. I Iamilton nrotioned to reneh, the contract as is f()r
another ye.rr 'l he nrotion was ser-oncletl try Clay. Doggett stated that h,ithin 6 months o[ the
leasc re'ncn'al, Council shoultl tliscuss the rt-ntal amount before a ne\^,contract is signecl in 2025,
lvhich all menrbc,rs w.ere in favor of Motion passed unanimously.

B. Board appointment/re-appointment (plouniry Bolrd):. DeVaney stated that !\.ith the removal of
clark Dogg.tt frorn the l'lanning Boarcr [hcre was a seat open, and the Board had 3 alternate.s
currently. [)oggctt nrotioned k) approvc f)arvayne Crite to the planning Boartl for a term
e\piring 1/2t,. l ht'nrotion rvas sec.nr.lerl DeVaney and carried.l 1 r'ith Clay opposerl. [)t'vaney
thanked the altern.rtt's for volunteering their time.
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C. Waten Phase One Proposal (upilate): Whitaler stated the task authorization had been signed

per Council's directive at the last meeting and the work il'as in motion.

D. Potentiat de-annexation & hiring of PR firm (upilatesl: DeVaney stated she had been looking
for PR firms, which would be very expensive as a "crisis PR move." She stated that she spoke

with Micheal Holmes with HMA Consulting and he would be willing to help witlr a quick
message if needed, but she did not desire to hire him at the stated cost of $75K. DeVaney passed

out a flyer prototype she created as rePresentative of what she would Iike to mail. Hamilton
asked DeVaney if she would be willing to work with Sebastian King on the mailers. Council
discussed the option of purchasing a web [JRL for an informational website about de-
annexation. DeVaney also read a lengthy resolution that she wished for Council to approve and

submit to the General Assembly and for other small towns to use. Hamilton asked Hornik to edit
the resolution and submit it back to Council so it could be voted on during a future meeting.
Hall noted the need for budget amendments for the topics discussecl. l{amilton motioned to
allow DeVaney to u'ork n'ith Sebastian King n'ith a limit of $75K to use as the lobbyist directs
and with Devaney's approval. The motion was seconded by Clay and carried unanimously. Hall
stated the need for quotes and that Council was not oPerating under the toh'n's Purchasing

Ordinance. There was a discussion among Council, staff, and Hornik about the exPenditures, the

MiniBrooks Act, and how to legally follow NCGS requirements.

E. Release of communications re: de-annexation and OSM-V text amendment: Robinson stated

she sent emails to Hornik asking if they were still deemed as attorney-client privileged. He
stated that any release was Council's decision and stated that at the time, the information itself
wasn't released because the town was in active negotiations and it would have been foolish to

release them. Hamilton questioned if Homik felt they were public record. Homik stated they are

indeed public record, so Hamilton stated there was no need to vote on releasing them and told

Robinson to give them to requestors and to release them to the public for public record requests.

F. Town Manager position (recrr ibnett): DeY aney stated Council's intent to move forrvard with a

new process to hire a manager and asked that Clay oversee collecting applications. DeVaney

also stated she wanted to hire an employmentJaw attorney to help with the transition of
whitaker,s exit in lune 2024 when a new manager would be hired. DeVaney stated that Brian

Freedman had reconrmended Patti Ramseur who iYas $'illing to represent the town. Hamilton
motioned to hire Patti Ramseur and have Devaney be the point person with Clay in charge of

manager applications. The motion *'as seconded by Clay and carried unanimously'

G. Town Aftorney position (recntitment): All Council members except sessoms and Doggett had

met with Jim tiolfman. Council woull give time for all to interview with Hoffman. With a

mutually-agreeable contract to be worked out, Robinson motioned that the to$'n hire rim
Hoffman and that Hamilton be appointed to work out the contlact details. The motion was

seconded by DeVaney and carried unanimously.

H. IT services ve ndor (recntibnent): DeVaney stated that since Bill stone would be retiring, the

town would need to find another contracted IT service provider. Devaney stated she had

contacted Gray & creech and met with the potential vendor about possible services. whitaker

stated that staif already had meetings lined up and would bring a recommendation to Council'

I. Proiects dashboard spreadsheet Devaney asked for this so council could see the status of every

project over its life. Ciay stated he was working on this with Hall and should have something at

the next meeting.
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f. Summerfield Paw Park wayfinding signage: DeVaney asked for an updak,. Whitaker stated the
Parks and Rec Direckrr hacl met $.ith thc homeowntr at thc conrer of Summerfield Road and
lv{edearis Street. After tliscussion, it rlas clecided that a snrallu'avfincling sigrr *'ould be added
to dn e\isting pole that contained the street name.

OTH BUSINESS

f)eVanev stated she wantetl all the General Assembly email contact information to be posted on tht-
torvn's !^'ebsite so citizens could copy and paste easily. Doggett recognized his father, Clark Doggett,
for his 6 years of service on the Planning Board, and it h,as stat€,d he w'ould bt' acknowledgetl in
April Sessoms stated that this $'ould be Hornik's last regular meeting w,ith Council and thankecl
hinr for his legal counsel and willingness to alrtat's be there ancl help the ton'n. Sessoms stated his
great respect for l{ornik ancl atldet{ that other attorneys had alw.ays spoken highly of him regarding
torvn issues. He stated that he w.ould be missed.

AT) OURNMENT
f)evanev motionecl to adjourn the meeting, the motion l{,as seconcled by Doggett, and carried
unanimously. The meeting $,as ad,ourned at 12 03anr

(
Tim Stssonts, MavLtt- Ba .Irr8 T({t,,r Clcrk ir plnce.fori1
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