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COUNCIL MINUTES MAY 20, 2024, 3:00PM, SFD COMMUNITY CENTER

The meeting was called to order at 3:01pm by Sessoms.
The following were present:

Council Staff
Tim Sessoms, Mayor Scott Whitaker, Manager
Lynne Williams DeVaney, Mayor Pro-tem  Dee Hall, Finance Officer
Heath Clay (remote) Sarah Tibbetts, Clerk
John Doggett Jim Hoffman, Town Attorney

Jonathan Hamilton
Janelle Robinson
APPROVAL OF AGENDA
DeVaney motioned to approve the agenda as written, the motion was seconded by Hamilton and carried
unanimously.
CLOSED SESSION

DeVaney motioned to move to closed session to consult with an attorney employed or retained by
the public body in order to preserve the attorney-client privilege as provided under NCGS 143-
318.11(a)(3) and NCGS 143-318.11(a)(5). The motion was seconded by Hamilton and carried
unanimously.

DeVaney motioned to return to open session at 5:34pm and for Council to certify that they met in
closed session only to address three issues to consult with its attorney to preserve attorney-client
privilege pursuant to NCGS 143-318.11(a)(3) and to establish the amount of compensation and other
material terms of employment contracts pursuant to NCGS 143-318.11(a)(5). The motion was
seconded by Hamilton and carried unanimously.

Hamilton motioned to accept the mutual non-renewal agreement between the Town of Summerfield
and Scott Whitaker, for 6 months severance and 6 months of medical insurance coverage, in the
estimated financial amount of $105,000 signed by Scott Whitaker on May 14, 2024, as amended. The
motion was seconded by Robinson and passed 4-1 with Clay opposed.

Robinson motioned to accept the resignation of King & Company as our town lobbyist, effective
April 30, 2024, in accordance with King & Company’s resignation letter dated May 3, 2024. The
motion was seconded by DeVaney and carried unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT

DeVaney motioned to adjourn the meeting, the motion was seconded by Doggett, and carried
unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 5:38pm.

Briefly after adjourning the meeting DeVaney read a press release to those in attendance stating the
following: “We are sad that a number of the staff have decided to provide their notices of
resignation. The town believes it has treated Mr. Whitaker, the current Town Manager, in a fair
manner. During the last month, the Town has been in conversations with Mr. Whitaker to discuss
potential ways it may be able to assist with his transition. The Town of Summerfield and its Town
Manager, Scott Whitaker, have reached an agreement by which Scott Whitaker will continue as
ti-WVhitaker are satisfied

Town Manager until June 10, 2024 Both the Town of Summerfield and &
wi e terms of Mutual Non-Renewal Agreement.”
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