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TowN CouNncil. MEETING MINUTES, SEPTEMBER 10, 2024, 6:30PM

SUMMERFIELD COMMUNITY CENTER (5404 CENTERFIELD DRIVE, SUMMERFIELD, NC 27358)

CALL TO ORDER. The meeting was called to order at 6:30pm by Mayor Sessoms.

Invocation and Pledge of Alegiance. Mayor Pro-Tem DeVaney provided the invocation,
followed by Council Member Robinson leading the Pledge of Allegiance.

INTRODUCTIONS. The following were present:

Council Staff

Tim Sessoms, Mayor Jeff Bacon, ACtlng Town

Lynne Williams DeVaney, Mayor Pro- Clerk Matt Talbott, Planning Director
Tem Dana Luther, Interim Town Manager
Heath Clay and Interim Finance Officer
John Doggett Jim Hoffman, Town Attorney

Jonathan Hamilton
Janelle Robinson

CONSENT AGENDA.

Mayor Pro-Tem DeVaney made a motion to approve the consent agenda as written, with
the exception of the Open Session Minutes of 8/13/24 — Being Held Over for Revision. The
motion was seconded by Council Member Clay and passed unanimously. The consent
agenda consisted of the Meeting Agenda, Open Session Minutes for 8/13/24 (Not Approved —
holding for revision), Closed Sesson minutes for 8/1/24 and 8/13/24, and a Resolution for
Secondary Road Addition for Auburnwood Drive.

ANNOUNCEMENTS.

A. Mayor Pro-Tem DeVaney:
- Reminded everyone about the upcoming SummerCycle event on Saturday, August

28t frem 8:00am to 12:00pm at the Laughlin Professional Development Center in
Summerfield,

- Reminded everyone about the upcoming Movie in the Park on Friday, September
27t in the Amphitheater, and

- Expressed thanks to everyone in the Staff that set up for the Music in the Park on
8/24/24. The event was a great success with several hundred in attendance enjoying
Eric and the Chill Tones.

B. Mayor Pro-Tem DeVaney went to the town councils for Oak Ridge and Weddington and
thanked them for their Resolutions and support in the De-Annexation matter.

EMERGENCY SERVICES REPORTS.
A. Summerfield Fire District. In August, the Summerfield Fire District ran 23 fire-related
calls, 69 EMS-related calls, and 59 “other” calls. The total for August was 151 calls.

B. Guilford County Sheriff's Department: In August, the Sheriff's Office responded to a total

of 242 calls within Summerfield's town limits resulting in 19 formal case reports being
filed.
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7. ATTACHMENTS FOR THE COUNCIL'S INFORMATION.
A. Council received the committee/board minutes with no action taken.

B. Mayor Pro-Tem DeVaney asked where the Town Budget stands. Interim Finance Officer
Luther explained that, unfortunately the prior staff did not advertise the Budget Hearing
and as a result, a new Public Hearing and approval will need to occur for the Town
Budget. Also, the prior passing of the budget is considered an Interim Budget which is a
temporary budget until such time as the new Public Hearing and approval of the Town
Budget can occur. The new Public Hearing will require the advertisement and notices
that were previously missed. The subsequent approval will essentially be a ratification of
the interim budget previously considered, unless there are changes at the next hearing.
There is not a specific deadline to pass the new budget after an Interim Budget, and the
advertisement will be soon for the hearing. To confirm the prior hearing was not
advertised, a search was conducted through emails and the server which did not locate
any evidence of an advertisement. It was also confirmed by the News and Record that
no advertisement was placed. The decision was made to conduct the new Public
Hearing and approval in the October Town Council Meeting.

8. Public Comments.

A. Gail Dunham, 5805 Snow Hill Dr., Summerfield, spoke on:

i) With respect to the Bandera Project, the Town has received tremendous help with
grants from many organizations and the Town has signed contracts for what the
Town will do. For the past three years, it has been expressed that the Town did not
have money for many aspects of the Bandera Project. It seems that the focus has
been to put the money into the water tower which will not keep town wells safe. Ms.
Dunham expressed concern that Mayor Pro-Tem owns quite a bit of property that
would benefit from the project and the potential for a conflict of interest as in
NCGC160D, section 109. The town should focus priorities on the Bandera Project.

i) Ms. Dunham was at the County Meeting regarding rezoning of the De-Annexed land
and the impact on neighbors. The County demonstrated a terrific level of
professionalism, and their board and staff were excellent.

iii) Ms. Dunham expressed thanks to Dana Luther (Interim Financial Officer and Interim
Town Manager), to Rich Schlobohm (Parks and Rec. Director), Scott Crews (Part
Time Parks & Rec.), Jim Hoffman (Town Attorney), and Jeff Bacon (Acting Town
Clerk) for their work for the town.

iv) Ms. Dunham previously suggested that the three capital projects should be tabled for
six months so that focus could be on finding talent, documents, and how much
money has been spent. Unfortunately, the projects are moving forward without
explanation of actions and costs and the impact on town property.

v) After review of the financial reports, she has lots of questions.

B. Teresa Perryman, 7401 Greenlawn Dr., Summerfield, spoke in opposition of a public
water system and the A&Y trails along Summerfield Rd. The money for these projects
should be used for the Bandera Project. Placing money in the parks will combat being
considered a “Paper Town".

i) The current water (wells) in Summerfield are a great supply of great tasting water.

i) There are several small parks that people do walk. Placing a sidewalk down
Summerfield Rd. creates a dangerous situation and takes people’s land. It isn’t clear
to her where the easement for the sidewalk came from.

i) Thoughts in projects should be focused on the Town, not personal gain. The money
should be put into the Bandera Project.
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C. Margie Benbow, 1301 Scalesville Rd., Summerfield, announced that she is running as
the NC House Representative for District 62. Margie noted that she is a lifelong North
Carolinian, a farmer, an attorney, a former teacher, a military veteran, and a community
volunteer. She married a US Army Colonel with many deployments. She moved from
Concord to her farm in Summerfield. She is on the Board for the North Carolina Zoo, the
North Carolina School for Science and Math, and the North Carolina Motorsports
Association. The North Carolina Supreme Court has given her an award for her
volunteer activities. She has been honored by Republican Governor Jim Martin for
education and Governor Ron Cooper. She promised not to bring party politics to the
house but to listen to her constituents, and in essence to be party blind, because it is
time to not let something like the De-Annexation happen again where the voices of the
constituents were erased.

D. Molly Bird, 8300 Wrights Farm Lane, Summerfield. Molly is a member of the “Friends of
Stokesdale. Molly brought a copy of a flier about the Farmers Day event at Stokesdale
United Methodist Church on October 5, from 10 to 4, and invited the Town of
Summerfield to participate in the event. It is a free event with games for children, old
and new farm machinery, antique cars, and an auction.

9. CoOUNCIL, MANAGER, AND/OR ATTORNEY RESPONSE TO COMMENTS.

A. Council Member Robinson: Addressing comments by Ms. Dunham, there has not been
any discussion about taking money from the Bandera Project to the Water Project; it is
something that is not being considered. Also, Member Robinson was at the Guilford
County meeting and spoke at the meeting, and Ms. Benbow was there as well. With
respect to the A&Y trail, Member Robinson lives close to the proposed route and voted
against it.

B. Mayor Sessoms: With respect to the Water Project, there is no personal gain to
properties along the water line because it is for fire protection.

C. Council Member Hamilton: Expressed the opinion that the staff is great and
appreciated having them, and that he was unsure of what personal gain would be for
properties along the water line. Council Member Hamilton understands that Ms.
Dunham feels like she is talking to a wall sometimes and apologizes for any prior
comments. But just because not everyone responds to her doesn’'t mean that her
expressions do not weigh on the Council Members. The Council Members are just
people and accidentally make comments or accidentally do things sometimes. Council
Member Hamilton expressed appreciation to Ms. Benbow for getting into politics even
though they can be heated sometimes. He also noted that the Friends of Stokesdale
Farmers Day event sounds fun, and we need to spread the word around.

D. Mayor Pro-Tem DeVaney: Clarified that she owns one-half of three acres with her ex-
husband, and she does not agree that there would be personal gain for being adjacent
to the water line.

E. Interim Town Manager Luther: Commented with respect to the item on the last Town
Council Meeting agenda regarding Public Records. Because there had been numerous
requests, the item was put on the agenda to apprise the public of the outstanding
requests and was in no way an attack on prior staff. It was an informational piece to
provide Council an update on where things stood. The Town Clerk is responsible for
maintaining the records. The report was from a spreadsheet created by the Town Clerk
which was updated after researching available information and interviewing requestors
to determine if the requests should still remain open. The Town Clerk is responsible for
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PRRs, but there was no up-to-date list of outstanding requests and there was no way of
knowing if the folder provided by the former Finance Officer was all of the outstanding
requests. It is the Town Clerk’'s responsibility to address the requests and the Finance
Officer providing information does not mean that all the other requests were filled. It
was suggested that there were requests on the list that were filled, but there was no file
showing that those requests were filled, and a cardboard box found under a credenza
labeled as “Not Trash” did not show evidence of the requests on the list being filled.
With limited staff, it is an insurmountable task, and we are doing our best to address the

matter. There will be mistakes, but we appreciate everybody’'s patience as we work
through these issues.

10. PuBLIC HEARING RZ-06-2024 (REQUESTED CHANGE: ONE PARCEL REZONING FROM
AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT (AG) TO THE CONDITIONAL ZONING RURAL RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT
(CZRR). LOCATION: 6418 LAKE BRANDT DR., SUMMERFIELD, NC, HAVING THE PARCEL
NUMBER 136498).

The Planning Director explained that the Planning Board discussed the case, and the
applicant was requesting the ability to have up to nine lots. The Planning Board and the

Applicant agreed to a maximum of eight lots. The signed letter from the Planning Board
with its recommendation was in the packet.

Applicant Bill Greco, Land Solutions, spoke on the application. Mr. Greco thanked the
Planning Board for holding the special meeting to address the application, the staff for its
help, and citizens attending the meetings to express their concerns. The tract is 24 acres
with nothing in terms of historical value. The parcel is essentially an open field with one
home on it and a stream on the eastern boundary that will be appropriately buffered. Uses
are limited to single family residential structures and customary accessory structures. The
rezoning is in harmony with the UDO and land use plans. The staff and the Planning Board
have recommended approval.

Mayor Sessoms then opened the Public Hearing for comments. With no requests to be
heard, Mayor Sessoms closed the Public Hearing and turned the matter over to council for
questions, discussions, or motions.

Council Member Hamilton made a motion to approve RZ-06-24 for the reasons set
forth by the Planning Board which include that it is consistent with the Town’s
adopted Comprehensive Plan, due to it maintaining rural character, it will not
adversely impact the value of neighboring properties, and, therefore it is in the public
interest and is in harmony with the surrounding community. Council Member
Robinson seconded the motion.

The motion was modified for approval with the limitations recommended by the
Planning Board.

With no discussion offered, the motion passed unanimously.

11. BusINESS FROM MAYOR & COUNCIL.

A. Water Project Update. Council Member Robinson noted that Freese & Nichols had
actually reported that they intend to submit the 75% completion of the design by the end
of September. The matter will be placed on the agenda for October. Council Member
Robinson brought a map to show the water line routes. The project started with a budget
of 6.6 million. The water tower will be near the intersection of Highway 150 (Oak Ridge
Rd.) and Summerfield Rd. The lines are going to go west on Highway150 (Oak Ridge
Rd.) working towards Highway73 for Phase 1. Then the lines will go down Summerfield
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Mayor Pro-Tem DeVaney stated that Mr. Gary Brown wanted his name removed
from this meeting and it would be fine to discuss him at the next Town meeting. Also,
Mr. Bruce Petersen resigned. Mr. Petersen resigned based on what was written and
not understanding the situation, or he was given incomplete non-accurate
information. It was her understanding that the new chair will be Mark Brown, but they
have been missing each other to have a conversation.

Council Member Robinson asked if it would help if the Chairs of committees ask
the members up for re-election if they wanted to remain on the committee before the
Council voted on them. Mayor Pro-Tem DeVaney expressed the opinion that it
would be helpful to start in May, asking Chairs to ask committee members about
reappointment. This would give time until July to know the situation, and if there is
no July meeting then to handle it in August - to be proactive going forward and not
reactive having the mess of not following the ordinance. Interim Town Manager
Luther clarified that the policy does state that members are supposed to
communicate if they do not want to continue, but that Mayor Pro-Tem DeVaney was
taking the extra step of calling the members to confirm reappointment. Even though
the policy states that committee members are supposed to make the communication,
that was not always the case. Unfortunately, it was discovered through third parties
that committee members had resigned or that the rosters had not been updated to
reflect that the individuals had resigned. In these instances, the roster still showed
the individuals as members and there was no indication that they had resigned.
These failures were part of the confusion and that is why Mayor Pro-Tem DeVaney
was calling the individuals. Mayor Sessoms recommended not putting any of this on
the agenda until whoever has talked to everybody and everybody knows the status.
Because of the way this was handled, he stated we lost three really good and active
History Committee members. Interim Town Manager Luther responded that calling
all of the individuals would be excessive work, that the process went according to
policy, and it was not certain why there was confusion about a policy that had been
in place since 2015 and revised in 2022, and the policy was being strictly followed.
Interim Town Manger Luther liked the idea of having the Chairs communicate with
the committee members and the Chairs notifying the Town whether the individuals
would like to continue or not continue with the committees. Council Member Doggett
indicated that he and Mayor Pro-Tem DeVaney would check with the Chairs.
Council Member Clay expressed appreciation for Mayor Pro-Tem DeVaney and
Council Member Doggett for trying to follow the Town'’s policy on these committees.
Mayor Pro- Tem DeVaney commented that everything was set with Mr. Gary Brown
and Mr. Teague to be on the agenda according to policy, and things were clear until
today.

With no further discussion, the vote was taken for the motion which passed
unanimously.

CLOSED SESSION.

Council Member Robinson made a motion at 7:26pm to enter into Closed Session to:
i) consult with an attorney employed or retained by the public body in order to
preserve the attorney-client privilege as provided under NCGS 143-318.11(a)(3); ii)
address the amount of compensation and other material terms of an employment
contract and to instruct staff or negotiating agents concerning the price and other
material terms concerning real property as provided under NCGS 143-318.11(a)(5);
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Rd. to Station 9 for Phase 2. As more money is obtained, the lines will go east on
Highway 150 to Station 39, then north on Lake Brandt to Station 29, and then west on
Scalesville Rd. to the water tower. Hydrants will be placed along the lines. The bigger
costs will be for going under Highway 73 and across Highway 220.

. A&Y Greenway Update. Letters went to the residents in the area of the proposed trail

route letting them know there would be some surveying work done in the area.

. Committee Appointments & Reappointments. Interim Town Manger Luther provided the

Council with a copy of the committee ordinance. Appointments and reappointments to all
committees shall be made on the basis of the fiscal year. According to the calendar
originally adopted, there was not a July Town Council Meeting. August was the first
meeting of the fiscal year so we looked to see if these appointments and reappointments
had happened in June or prior and they had not so they were brought to the August
meeting. If no citizen has been approved by Council to fill an available seat, an existing
member may continue to serve until the next fiscal year. If no applicant is approved for
that upcoming July 1 opening, then that existing committee member, regardless of the
term limit status, may continue to serve until the next fiscal year, which would be the
following July 1. Terms are two-year terms for up to three terms, and then approved
annually if there are no applicants pending. Because of the transition, Council had
decided for this past year in August that they wanted to look at any applicants that had
applied, and not look at just the May 15" deadline, which is normally when it would be
done, since it was not done in May or June. Council Member Hamilton asked if Council
could amend this, and it was confirmed that a policy could be made at any time to move
the May 15" deadline.

History Committee: Mayor Pro-Tem DeVaney confirmed that for her and Council
Member Doggett this was the first time during their tenure that they came back in
August instead of July and went through each committee to see where the changes
would be and who would be an additional member, or not, based on additional
applications and alternates. Mayor Pro-Tem DeVaney also wanted to clarify a few
statements that are rolling around in the community and are not the case. She did
state that at the last meeting Mr. Petersen communicated that he and Mr. Mark
Brown would like to stay on the History Committee, with Mr. Petersen being Chair
and Mr. Mark Brown being Vice Chair. She stated that she had not talked to Mr.
Gary Brown to see if he would like to continue another one-year term, but that she
would do so. She did do that after the last meeting.

Based on communication from staff and her going through the folder of random
applications that was left from the prior staff, she needed to confirm the number of
seats that were available on the History Committee, because there might have been
two applications and there was definitely one application. So, she felt it was the duty
to wait and table everything. At the prior meeting, the council voted to appoint Mr.
Petersen and Mr. Mark Brown, so that Mr. Mark Brown’s term was not up and Mr.
Petersen would do the one year extension. Mayor Pro-Tem DeVaney confirmed that
she did make calls and checked on applicant resumes. She and Council Member
Doggett did interview Nicolai Teague. Jim Buttonow resigned because of work
changes. So that created two open slots in the History Committee.

So tonight, with Council Member Doggett’s agreement, Mayor Pro-Tem
DeVaney stated that she would like to make a motion that the Council appoint
Nicolai Teague to the History Committee. Council Member Hamilton seconded
the motion.
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and/or iii) consider the qualifications, competence, performance, character, fitness,
conditions of appointment, or conditions of initial employment of an individual public
officer or employee or prospective public officer or employee; or to hear or
investigate a complaint, charge, or grievance by or against an individual public officer
or employee under NCGS 143-318.11(a)(6). The motion was seconded by Council
Member Doggett and approved unanimously, and Council moved into the Closed
Session meeting.

Mayor Pro-Tem DeVaney made a motion at 8:31pm to return to Open Session.

Mayor Pro-Tem DeVaney validated and certified that during the Closed Session meeting the
Council: i) consulted with an attorney employed or retained by the public body in order to
preserve the attorney-client privilege as provided under NCGS 143-318.11(a)(3); i)
addressed the amount of compensation and other material terms of an employment contract
and to instruct staff or negotiating agents concerning the price and other material terms
concerning real property as provided under NCGS 143-318.11(a)(5); and, iii) considered the
qualifications, competence, performance, character, fitness, conditions of appointment, or
conditions of initial employment of an individual public officer or employee or prospective
public officer or employee; or to hear or investigate a complaint, charge, or grievance by or
against an individual public officer or employee under NCGS 143-318.11(a)(6).

The motion was seconded by Council Member Doggett and carried unanimously.

13. OTHER BUSINESS.

Council Member Hamilton noted that for the news article that Interim Town Manager Luther had
mentioned, there is nothing wrong about the Town Manager responding to the inaccuracies
in something.

Interim Town Manger Luther noted that the financials provided were July through August, not
just July, as some statements were made publicly regarding how much the town had paid
out for certain things. She stated that there are some outstanding issues which is why the
financials are draft.

Council Member Clay expressed agreement with the Interim Town Manager on the analysis of
the remaining delayed PRRs, and he has seen them at Town Hall. He also expressed
appreciation for the structure that the Acting Town Clerk has putin place for tracking PRRs
which did not previously exist. He also encouraged any author of any news outlet to reach
out directly to Council should they have any questions or should they want to corroborate
any claims. The Town’s PRR policy has not been updated since 2018, and it appears that
the policy wasn't followed.

Council Member Robinson agreed that the Town’s policies about PRRs had not changed,
but there was a problem with the policies not being followed. Public records went out that
needed to go through the Town Attorney first.

Mayor Pro-Tem DeVaney noted that next week, Sept. 17t through the 239, is Constitution
Week, and it will be the 237" anniversary of our Constitution. She was inspired by
Weddington and Oak Ridge, because they had written resolutions to recognize
Constitution Week. She was interested in the Council making a resolution tonight
proclaiming Sept. 17" through the 23 as Constitution Week. Constitution Week was
initiated by the DAR and officially enacted on August 2", 1956, by President
Eisenhower. It commemorates the signing of our Constitution, which was Sept. 17,
1787. The main goal of a proclamation would be to educate our children, the public
schools, and the American public about the Constitution.
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Mayor Pro-Tem Devaney made the motion for Summerfield to proclaim that
Summerfield recognizes Constitution Week, Sept. 17" through the 23", Council
Member Clay seconded the motion.

Mayor Sessoms noted that the request was not off the wall, that the town has done this
in prior years, that Dena Barnes asked, and since it is from the Daughters of the
American Revolution, a resolution should be passed. Ms. Barnes provided language if
the Council did not use the previous year's language. Council Member Robinson did not
want to get resolutions and vote on them the same day. She stated that they need to be
provided in advance for review before voting. Mayor Pro-Tem DeVaney expressed that
she wasn't sure about bringing up the resolution because of the potential issue of
advance notice. Council Member Hamilton asked if the resolution was for just this year
or for every year. Mayor Sessoms stated that it would be just for this year, and it
happens every year.

With no further discussion, the vote was taken for the motion and the motion failed
by a vote of 3 to 2. Mayor Pro-Tem Devaney and Council Member Hamilton voting in
favor of the Motion, and Council Members Robinson, Clay, and Doggett voting against
the Motion.

Council Member Clay stated that the town posted for the permanent role of the Town
Manager position and received a lot of interest in the position. The council had gone
through a lot of applicants and found someone that has Town Manager experience,
wants to move into our area, and wants to be the Town Manager for Summerfield.

Council Member Clay made the motion to adopt the Town Manager agreement as
proposed and hire Charles “Twig” Rolllins at a base salary of $140,000 per year,
as Summerfield’s Town Manager effective October 13", 2024. Council member
Hamilton seconded the motion, and with no discussion offered, the motion
passed unanimously.

14, ADJOURNMENT.

With no further business, Council Member Robinson made a motion at 8:47pm to
adjourn. The motion was seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem DeVaney and carried
unanimously.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:47pm.

Tim Sessoms, Mayor
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