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TOWN COUNCIL SPECIAL CALLED MEETING MINUTES
JUNE 5, 2025

SUMMERFIELD COMMUNITY CENTER {5404 CENTERFIELD DRIVE)

In attendance:

Council: Mayor Tim Sessoms, Mayor Pro Tem Lynne DeVaney, John Doggett, Janelle
Robinson; Heath Clay and Jonathan Hamilton by phone

Staff: Town Manager Charles “Twig” Rollins, Town Clerk Leah Rucker, Deputy Town Clerk
Jeff Bacon

1. Call to Order: Mayor Sessoms called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

2. Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance: Mayor Pro Tem DeVaney provided the invocation,
and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

3. Introductions: Present Town Council members and Town Staff introduced themselves.

4. Agenda Approval: Mayor Pro Tem motioned to accept the agenda as presented. The
motion was seconded by Council Member Doggett and approved unanimously.

5. Public Comments on the Proposed 2025-2026 Budget: Comments were limited to five
minutes. The following individuals addressed the Council:

Teresa Perryman (4701 Greenlawn Drive, Summerfield, NC 27358) expressed concern
about the proposed tax increase, stating she does not see a clear benefit to the town. She
believes the NCDOT should replace the signs it removed at no cost to the town. She opposes
the installation of streetlights along Summerfield Road, except at key intersections such as
Lake Brandt Road and Scalesville Road. Ms. Perryman also voiced opposition to both a
potential law enforcement contract and the Water Tower project. Additionally, she stated that
if rental fees are waived for local schools, the same consideration should be extended to all
nonprofit organizations.

Steve Satterfield (7620 Summerfield Road, Summerfield, NC 27358) urged the Council to
consider revising the proposed budget to avoid drawing from the fund balance, acknowledging
that this might require a tax increase. He questioned whether the three new services being
proposed will ultimately satisfy the requirements of House Bill 801 and expressed concern
that this choice of services may appear that the town has opted for the most convenient and
inexpensive options.

Gail Dunham (5805 Snow Hill Drive, Summerfield, NC 27358} raised concerns about the
limited public input opportunities during the budget process. She described the proposed
budget as excessive and suggested eliminating expenditures related to signage. Ms. Dunham
requested detailed cost estimates and timelines for the town's three capital projects. She also
voiced strong opposition to the water project, citing concerns about the potential for co-
mingled wells.
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Beth Kaplan (7979 Highfill Road, Summerfield, NC 27358} questioned the inclusion of a Cost
of Living Adjustment (COLA) for employees with less than one year of service. She stated that
her existing tax payments already support sheriff's services and opposed the addition of a law
enforcement contract. Ms. Kaplan also requested greater transparency regarding the status
and progress of grants.

6. Budget Discussion: Town Manager Rollins, along with the Council, addressed comments
and questions raised during the public comment period. Council members sought clarification
on several matters and engaged with members of the public in a dialogue regarding the
proposed budget.

7. Adjournment: With no further business to discuss, Mayor Pro Tem DeVaney moved to
adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by Council Member Robinson and approved
unanimously. Mayor Sessoms adjourned the meeting at 7:52 p.m.
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- Leah Rucker, Town Clerk
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