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COUNCIL MINUTES MARCH 10, 2020, 6:30PM, SFD COMMUNITY CENTER

The meeting was called to order at 6:30pm by BJ Barnes. Dennis Nunn provided the invocation,
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. The following were present:

Council Staff
BJ Barnes, Mayor Scott Whitaker, Town Manager
Tim Sessoms, Mayor Pro-tem Dee Hall, Finance Officer
Lynne Williams Devaney Lance Heater, Town Clerk
John O’Day Bob Hornik, Town Attorney
Teresa Pegram (absent) Chris York, Town Planner
Reece Walker

Upon motion by O’Day, seconded by Sessoms and carried unanimously, Pegram was excused from
the meeting.

CONSENT AGENDA

Upon motion by Sessoms, seconded by O'Day and carried unanimously, the consent agenda was
approved. It consisted of the meeting agenda and the open session minutes of 2/1 and 2/11.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Whitaker reminded those present of the upcoming budget planning session set for 3/17.

EMERGENCY SERVICES REPORTS

A. Summerfield Fire District: During February, the department responded to 21 fire calls, 61 EMS
calls, and 30 “other” calls for a total of 112 incidents.

B. Guil. Co. Sheriff’s Dept.: During February, the department responded to 117 calls in District 1.

COMMITTEE / BOARD / EVENT REPORTS

A. Finance: The Finance Committee met 2/17 and reviewed the proposed Purchasing Ordinance.
B. Historical: Gary Brown reported about the 2/27 meeting.

C. Trails & Open Space: Jane Doggett reported about the 2/26 meeting. Committee representatives
also met with representatives from Oak Ridge to discuss common goals regarding area trails.

D. Founders’ Day: Whitaker stated that planning for the 5/15-16 event is ongoing.

ATTACHMENTS FOR COUNCIL’S INFORMATION

Council received the following information with no action taken: committee minutes, event after-
action reports, and the financial report for February.
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PROFILE OF SUMMERFIELD BUSINESS

Council heard a presentation from Kevin Murray of the Jumping Bean regarding its business
operations in Summerfield.

REVOLUTION ACADEMY: TRAFFIC AND STORMWATER

Barnes stated that in response to citizen concerns, Council had invited a representative from both
NCDOT and the Town's engineering firm to address traffic and stormwater issues related to the
development of Revolution Academy, a charter school proposed to be built on Oak Ridge Road.
Bobby Norris, District Engineer of NCDOT, stated that a traffic impact study had been performed by
a contractor, with NCDOT paying the costs. As a result of the study, recommendations for
improvements have been developed, including a new traffic signal at the intersection of Deboe Road
and Oak Ridge Road (which had been previously planned as a result of the proposed development
of Henson Village). The traffic improvements will be required to be completed prior to the school’s
opening. Norris stated that adjustments would be made as necessary in response to actual
conditions as the school begins operations. Norris responded to questions and comments from
members of the public who were present. In response to a question from Devaney, Norris stated that
the analysis was geared to address the full build out of the school at 726 students.

The next speaker was Bryan Dick, of Freese and Nichols, the Town’s engineering consultant. Dick
extensively reviewed the requirements and plans relating to stormwater management in the
development of Revolution Academy and responded to questions and comments from the public.

A recess was declared at 8:05pm. The meeting was reconvened at 8:12pm.

PUBLIC COMMENTS — Nore.

PUBLIC COMMENTS RE: FY2020-21 BUDGET — Norne.

COUNCIL, MANAGER, AND/OR ATTORNEY RESPONSE TO COMMENTS

Whitaker stated that he hoped the presentations were helpful in answering residents” questions.
Members of Council expressed appreciation to Norris and Dick for their presentations.

BUSINESS FROM TOWN MANAGER

A. Trails & Open Space Committee appointments: Upon motion by O'Day, seconded by Walker
and carried unanimously, Council appointed Dean Martin to the TOS Committee to a term
ending 7/22. Upon motion by O’Day, seconded by Devaney, Council appointed Cary Gentry to
the TOS to a term ending 7/22.

B. Purchasing Ordinance: Whitaker noted that development of the proposed ordinance was a large
undertaking and involved review by the Finance Committee, which recommended adoption. He
briefly reviewed the major changes. Sessoms made a motion to adopt ORD-2020-001 as a
singular, new ordinance and rescind the: 1) underlying “Purchasing Policy & Procedures
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Manual;” 2) “Expenditure Approval Procedure Ordinance;” and, 3) “Community-Based
Organization Funding Policy.” The motion was seconded by Devaney and carried unanimously.

C. Social media archiving: Whitaker stated there was a need to preserve the public records created
through the use of the Town’s Facebook page and proposed the Town contract with Archive-
Social for cloud-based social media backup in order to retain those records in accordance with the
State’s records retention policies. Upon motion by Devaney, seconded by Sessoms and carried
unanimously, Council approved the inclusion of $2388 for ArchiveSocial’s services in the
upcoming budget with a service date starting 7/1. Whitaker noted that ArchiveSocial had agreed
to provide 3 months of service (April, May, and June 2020) at no charge.

D. Reports, updates, or comments: Whitaker stated that NCDOT was in the process of developing
landscaping plans for the US-220 and I-73 projects. He asked if a Council member would be
interested in assisting staff with input to NCDOT. Sessoms volunteered to serve in that capacity,
with the concurrence of Council.

BUSINESS FROM MAYOR AND COUNCIL

A. Water and fire protection study: Whitaker stated that Council had asked that cost estimates
within the 2016 Wooten Fire Water Supply Study be updated. The Wooten Company had offered
to perform this update at an hourly rate, the total cost of which would not exceed $3,000.
Regional Manager John Grey was present to explain the scope of work. Upon motion by Sessoms,
seconded by Walker and carried unanimously, Council authorized the study update at a cost not
to exceed $3,000.

B. Reports, updates, or comments: In response to a question from Barnes, Whitaker stated that the
Town had received two large public records requests for all Town business emails for a two-year
period beginning 10/2017. Hornik stated the requests involve a large number of emails which
need to be reviewed for confidential information prior to release. Hornik stated that state statutes
authorize public agencies to charge a “special service charge” for requests involving extensive use
of information technology resources or extensive clerical or supervisory assistance. The attorney
for the requestor had objected to the proposed charge and Hornik stated that he expected the
issue to be litigated. In response to a question from Barnes, Hall stated that the Town had spent
$157,543 on legal fees related to Rotruck-related lawsuits.

OTHER BUSINESS — None.

Upon motion by Devaney, seconded by Sessoms and carried unanimously, the meeting was
adjourned at 8:58pm.

BJ Barnes, Mayor Lance G. Heater, Town Clerk
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