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C O U N C I L  M I N U T E S   MARCH 17, 2020, 6:30PM, SFD TOWN HALL 

 
The meeting was called to order at 6:30pm by BJ Barnes. The following were present: 

    Council                                                               Staff 
 BJ Barnes, Mayor         Scott Whitaker, Town Manager  
 Tim Sessoms, Mayor Pro-tem     Dee Hall, Finance Officer  
 Lynne Williams Devaney     Lance Heater, Town Clerk 
 John O’Day           
 Teresa Pegram         
 Reece Walker       
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Upon motion by O’Day, seconded by Devaney and carried unanimously, the meeting agenda was 
approved. 
 
FY20–21 BUDGET WORKSHOP 

Whitaker stated the meeting purpose was to review priorities related to the preparation of the 
upcoming budget. The first issue discussed was water for fire protection and that the process to 
update pricing of options within the Fire Water Supply Study was already underway. It was noted 
that obtaining updated pricing might take a few weeks and its budget impact was uncertain. 

The next item was permanent meeting space/new Town Hall. Whitaker stated the consensus of 
Council’s retreat was for an all-in-one facility which would accommodate meeting space as well as 
Town Hall functions. Whitaker had been charged with determining space needs and estimated that 
approximately 8100 square feet of usable space would be needed and requested clarity about 
making it a one- or two-story structure. Council felt that one-story construction was preferable given 
the additional cost associated with two stories. 

Whitaker cautioned that the expense of a new facility might be higher than many are expecting. 
Pegram expressed opposition to the concept, stating that she would prefer not including any large 
expenditures in the upcoming budget and instead giving citizens a “tax holiday” given the 
challenging economic environment due to the coronavirus pandemic. After discussion, it was the 
consensus of Council (with the exception of Pegram) to proceed with plans for a one-story facility. 
Regarding architectural fees, Whitaker asked if Council was agreeable to engaging Cube Design 
(now Thoughtcraft) architects again or implementing a new RFQ process for architectural services. It 
was the consensus of Council that an RFQ process be pursued. 

Regarding Parks and Recreation equipment needs, Whitaker noted that the retreat request for a 
skidsteer had changed to a budget request for a small tractor and implements; Council agreed.  

Whitaker stated the Historical Committee would be requesting $18,500 to cover archeological 
investigations as part of its total request of $27,550. Several Council members expressed appreciation 
for the work being done by the Committee. Council consensus (with the exception of Pegram) was 
support for the request in the draft budget. 

Whitaker reminded those present of the retreat discussion in which it was noted there was a need to 
develop a Land Use Plan as well as update the Comprehensive Plan after the UDO is completed. Of 
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those two, staff believes the Land Use Plan is more urgent, therefore, funds will be included in the 
Manager’s draft to begin that process. 

Whitaker relayed a Trails and Open Space Committee budget request for a sidewalk connecting the 
end of Summerfield Road to where the A&Y Greenway is planned to exit the woods south of 
Auburn Road. He described the desire to create a future loop and additional connectivity, stated it 
would be a major undertaking given the constraints, and said the costs are currently unknown and 
could only estimate it as a few hundred thousand. After Council discussion, the consensus was that 
the request be more fully explored prior to inclusion in the budget draft.  

Whitaker reported that the Bandera Farms property, a 113-acre tract on the east side of I-73, is likely 
to be purchased as it is under contract with the Piedmont Land Conservancy. Whitaker stated the 
property is important to the future Piedmont Greenway and could be a good regional partnership 
for a recreational facility with trails for hikers, bikers, and possibly horse riders. Major stakeholders 
include Guilford County, Greensboro, Oak Ridge, and Summerfield. The Town will be asked for a 
contribution toward the purchase of the property, which would then be deeded to the Town. After 
discussion, it was the consensus of Council (with the exception of Pegram, who had just received the 
information and did not yet have an opinion) to include $100,000 in the budget. 

There was a discussion of budgeting for the purpose of purchasing computer tablets for Council 
members. Hall noted that funds had been budgeted in FY19–20 for this purpose. After discussion, it 
was determined that no Council members desired a tablet at this time. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS  

Don Wendelken, 3406 Windswept Drive, raised issues regarding the future A&Y Greenway’s path 
in front of the fire department, right-of-way issues surrounding the request for a new sidewalk, and 
the results of potential archeological discoveries by the Historical Committee. 

There was a public comment posted to the Town’s Facebook Live broadcast from Janelle Robinson 
regarding the potential for construction of a sidewalk from the future greenway to Town Hall. 
 
RESPONSE TO CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) PANDEMIC 

Whitaker requested that Council cancel all committee meetings through the end of April, with the 
exception of the Finance Committee due to the need for the committee to work on the budget. After 
discussion, Sessoms made a motion to suspend all committee meetings through the end of April, 
with the exception of the Finance Committee, and to schedule a special called meeting for 3/31 to 
discuss possible further actions with regard to the pandemic. This motion was seconded by O’Day 
and carried unanimously. 
 
Upon motion by Devaney, seconded by Sessoms and carried unanimously, the meeting was 
adjourned at 8:24pm. 
 
 
 
________________________________             ________________________________ 
BJ Barnes, Mayor              Lance G. Heater, Town Clerk 
 


