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COUNCIL MINUTES MAY 19, 2020, 6:30PM, SFD COMMUNITY CENTER

The meeting was called to order at 6:30pm by BJ Barnes. Tim Sessoms provided the invocation,
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. It was noted that attendance at the meeting was closed to the
public due to the pandemic and state-of-emergency declarations but was being live streamed on the
Town’s Facebook page.

The following were present:

Council Staff

BJ Barnes, Mayor Scott Whitaker, Town Manager
Tim Sessoms, Mayor Pro-tem Dee Hall, Finance Officer
Lynne Williams DeVaney Lance Heater, Town Clerk
John O’Day Bob Hornik, Town Attorney
Teresa Pegram
Reece Walker

CONSENT AGENDA

At the request of Pegram, Hall read the text of proposed Council budget amendment #4. Upon
motion by DeVaney, seconded by Walker and carried by a vote of 4-1 (Pegram opposed), the
consent agenda was approved. It consisted of the meeting agenda, open session minutes of 3/10,
3/17, and 3/31 and Council budget amendment #4 (FY19-20).

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Whitaker reminded those present that May was Seat Belt, Motorcycle, and Bicycle Safety Month,
provided information for citizens regarding 2020 Census efforts, and noted the 5/28 special called
meeting to receive the Manager’s budget proposal.

EMERGENCY SERVICES REPORTS

A. Summerfield Fire District: During April, the department responded to 28 fire calls, 61 EMS calls,
and 14 “other” calls for a total of 103 incidents.

B. Guil. Co. Sheriff’s Dept.: During April, the department responded to 131 calls in District 1.

ATTACHMENTS FOR COUNCIL’S INFORMATION

Council received the following information with no action taken: committee minutes, event after-
action reports, and the financial reports for March and April.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Due to the social distancing recommendations, citizens were allowed the option of providing public
comments either by email or in person (one at a time). There were no in-person attendees and
Sessoms read the emailed comments aloud in their entirety, which were as follows:

Wendy Konig, no address provided, wrote in favor of development of a Town public library.

Jane Doggett, 7986 Highfill Road, wrote in favor of construction of a new meeting space/Town Hall.
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Bob Williams, no address provided, wrote in favor of holding a Halloween parade and volunteered
to organize it.

Beth Kaplan, 7979 Highfill Road, wrote regarding the Manager’s budget proposal.

COUNCIL, MANAGER, AND/OR ATTORNEY RESPONSE TO COMMENTS — Nore.

BUSINESS FROM TOWN MANAGER

A. Committee, ZB, and BOA meetings during Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic: Whitaker
recommended that the committee meetings scheduled for the remainder of May be cancelled,
with a decision regarding June committee meetings to be made at the 6/9 Council meeting.
Whitaker stated that it was anticipated the Town would be operating in June under an executive
order scheduled to go into effect on 5/22. Whitaker stated he would prefer to not attempt to hold
“virtual” committee meetings due to the varying levels of comfort with and access to technology
on the part of some committee members. Upon motion by Walker, seconded by O'Day and
carried unanimously, Council cancelled all committee meetings until 6/9. Upon motion by
Sessoms, seconded by DeVaney and carried unanimously, Council decided that, in the event the
allowable number of persons in a gathering is increased prior to the 5/28 special called meeting,
up to 4 news providers would be allowed to attend that meeting in person and public comments
would be taken by allowing one person at a time to enter the room, make a comment, and then
immediately exit the room.

B. Reports, updates, or comments: Whitaker reported: 1) planning activity had not significantly
slowed due to the pandemic; 2) the Town would have an intern, Brad Rentz, working for 12
weeks beginning 5/26; 3) the CIP draft would be presented to the Finance Committee at their
next meeting; 4) a NCDOT intersection project at Lewiston and Fleming roads would be pushed
back to 2023; 5) NCDOT has reduced right-of-way mowing activity, with the first mowing to
occur after 6/1; 6) approval of the locations for Town welcome signs would be finalized soon and
installation should occur during FY20-21; and, 7) arrangements had been made to relocate a
historic railroad tool shed to Town property on Summerfield Road.

BUSINESS FROM MAYOR AND COUNCIL

A. Town hall development presentation by Council member DeVaney: DeVaney made a
PowerPoint presentation describing a “forever home” for the Town which would provide the
following: 1) permanent meeting space for Council, committees, staff, and community groups;
2) adequate staff office space; 3) space to incorporate and/or display artifacts from local historical
buildings; and, 4) a Town-owned water reservoir for fire protection. DeVaney stated that the
current fund balance could allow for the building to be constructed with no debt and still
maintain a fund balance well in excess of the recommendation of the Local Government
Commission. She recommended that the facility be constructed on existing Town-owned
property. She suggested that funding could be obtained for the project from a combination of
fund balance, selling of parcels not needed by the Town, federal and state grants, private
donations, fundraising, and in-kind donations of labor and/or materials from local companies
and community groups. She outlined a timetable to accomplish the project and the benefits it
would provide to various community sectors. She estimated the cost per square foot to be less
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than $300, with an estimated size of 8,500-9,000 square feet. Finally, she presented a sketch of
how the facility could look and presented ideas for sponsorship opportunities. Barnes noted that
the ability of the Town to obtain grants is limited due to its high fund balance and that the Town
had earned $3.857 million in interest since 2003, which could be used to largely pay for the
project. In response to a question from Barnes, Whitaker stated that citizens would benefit as
follows: 1) elimination of scheduling conflicts with the community center; 2) improved meeting
environment (seating, handicap access, restrooms, viewing, lighting, and acoustics); 3) improved
parking; 4) improved online streaming for increased online viewership; 5) projection of a more
professional municipal and community image; and, 6) construction benefits to the local economy.
DeVaney stated the project could be accomplished with no debt and no tax increase.

B. Reports, updates, or comments: Pegram stated that there was a recent email sent to Council in
which a photograph showed her vehicle parked in a fire lane at Food Lion and stated that her
vehicle was temporarily and legally located in the spot for the purpose of loading groceries. She
inquired if Walker had taken the photo. Walker stated that he did not take it.

CLOSED SESSION

Sessoms made a motion at 7:50pm to go into closed session (after a 5-minute break) for the purpose
of addressing the amount of compensation and other material terms of an employment contract as
provided under NCGS 143-318.11(a)(5) and considering the qualifications, competence,
performance, character, fitness, conditions of appointment, or conditions of initial employment of an
individual employee as provided under NCGS 143-318.11(a)(6). This motion was seconded by
DeVaney and carried unanimously.

Upon motion by Sessoms, seconded by Pegram and carried unanimously, Council returned to open
session at 8:59pm.

Upon motion by O’Day, seconded by DeVaney and carried by a vote of 4-1 (Pegram opposed),
Council increased the salary of Town Manager Whitaker by 3.5% effective 6/12/2020.

OTHER BUSINESS

Whitaker stated that WithersRavenel would be seeking to hold interviews with stakeholders for the
Parks, Trails, & Open Space Master Plan and asked for Council feedback regarding their availability.
Whitaker also reminded those present that Town Hall would be closed 5/25 for Memorial Day.
Barnes noted that he had been in communication with the Chair of the Guilford County Board of
Commissioners regarding the distribution to towns of federal funds received to reimburse localities
for expenses and revenue losses related to the pandemic.

Upon motion by Devaney, seconded by O’Day and carried unanimously, the meeting was
adjourned at 9:08pm.

BJ Barnes, Mayor Lance G. Heater, Town Clerk
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