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C O U N C I L  M I N U T E S   JULY 14, 2020, 6:30PM, SFD COMMUNITY CENTER 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:30pm by BJ Barnes. Tim Sessoms provided the invocation, 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. It was noted that attendance at the meeting was closed to the 
public due to the pandemic and state-of-emergency declarations but was being live streamed on the 
Town’s Facebook page.  

The following were present: 

    Council                                                               Staff 
 BJ Barnes, Mayor         Scott Whitaker, Town Manager  
 Tim Sessoms, Mayor Pro-tem     Dee Hall, Finance Officer  
 Lynne Williams DeVaney     Lance Heater, Town Clerk 
 John O’Day          Bob Hornik, Town Attorney 
 Teresa Pegram       
 Reece Walker       
 
CONSENT AGENDA 

Upon motion by Sessoms, seconded by Walker and carried by a vote of 4-1 (Pegram opposed), 
Council approved the consent agenda. It consisted of the meeting agenda and the open session 
minutes of the 6/9 meeting. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Whitaker noted that: 1) the Town was experimenting with new meeting area microphones for the 
purpose of audio streaming and invited those watching to offer feedback about quality; 2) the 
Governor had extended Phase 2 restrictions regarding the COVID-19 pandemic until 8/7; 3) the 
Parks, Trails, & Open Space Master Plan citizen survey was now available online; 4) vacancies 
existed on citizen boards and committees; and, 5) the census period remains open and encouraged 
citizens to respond if they had not already done so.   
 
EMERGENCY SERVICES REPORTS 

A. Summerfield Fire District: During June, the department responded to 35 fire calls, 73 EMS calls, 
and 22 “other” calls for a total of 130 incidents.  

B. Guil. Co. Sheriff’s Dept.: During June, the department responded to 145 calls in District 1. 
 
ATTACHMENTS FOR COUNCIL’S INFORMATION 

Council received the following information with no action taken: committee/board minutes and the 
financial report for June.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS—None in-person or by email. 
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COUNCIL, MANAGER, AND/OR ATTORNEY RESPONSE TO COMMENTS—None. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING/ACTION REGARDING REZONING CASE RZ-01-20 

Whitaker noted that the applicant in the case had requested consideration of the matter be continued 
until the 8/11 meeting. Mayor Barnes therefore declared the public hearing open at 6:43pm. Upon 
motion by O’Day, seconded by Sessoms and carried unanimously, the hearing was continued until 
8/11 at 6:30pm at the Community Center. 
 
BUSINESS FROM TOWN MANAGER 

A. Committee appointments/reappointments: Upon motion by O’Day, seconded by Walker and 
carried unanimously, Alan Abrams was reappointed to a term ending 7/22 on the Finance 
Committee. Upon motion by O’Day, seconded by DeVaney and carried unanimously, Vicky 
Bridges and Millie Hoffler-Foushee were reappointed to terms ending 7/21 on the Finance 
Committee. Upon motion by O’Day, seconded by DeVaney and carried unanimously, Gary 
Brown, Andy Schlosser, Sam Schlosser, and Bruce Petersen were reappointed to terms ending 
7/22 on the Historical Committee. Upon motion by O’Day, seconded by Sessoms and carried 
unanimously, Anna and Bill Heroy were reappointed to terms ending 7/21 on the Historical 
Committee. Upon motion by O’Day, seconded by DeVaney and carried unanimously, Linda 
Southard was reappointed to a term ending 7/21 as an ex-officio member of the Historical 
Committee. Upon motion by O’Day, seconded by DeVaney and carried unanimously, Heather 
Buttonow was appointed to a term ending 7/22 on the Historical Committee. Upon motion by 
Walker, seconded by DeVaney and carried unanimously, Jane Doggett and Trudy Whitacre were 
reappointed to terms ending 7/21 on the Trails & Open Space Committee. 

B.  Committee, ZB, and BOA meetings during Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic: Whitaker 
noted that committee meetings had been cancelled thus far during the pandemic, but suggested 
that committees could meet at the picnic shelters in either Town park in order to meet the 
requirements of open meeting laws and maintain recommended social distancing. After much 
discussion, Walker made a motion to allow all committees and boards to meet at the discretion of 
the chair of each committee or board, with the staff to coordinate the details of the meeting, and 
with the understanding that Council was putting no pressure on any committee to meet. This 
motion was seconded by DeVaney and carried by a vote of 4-1 (Pegram opposed). 

C. Reports, updates, or comments: Whitaker noted that a Request for Qualifications (RFQ) had been 
issued to find the most qualified vendor for architectural services needed for the new Town Hall 
project and submittals would be due 8/6. Whitaker reviewed the vetting plan and recommended 
a special called Council meeting in late September to consider award of a contract. 

 
REPORTS, UPDATES, OR COMMENTS FROM MAYOR AND COUNCIL—None. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 

Whitaker stated the Town had received a request for the Town to concur with a request, initiated by 
the residents of the Henson Farms subdivision, to lower the speed limits within the community from 
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35 mph to 25 mph, but noted that the change would not apply to Brookbank Road. Whitaker noted 
that the streets are owned and maintained by NCDOT, which would ultimately approve the request; 
however, it is a requirement that the Council adopt ordinances approving the changes. Upon motion 
by Walker, seconded by DeVaney and carried unanimously, the Council approved Ordinance 
numbers ORD-2020-003 through ORD-2020-015 to reduce the speed limit from 35 mph to 25 mph for 
all internal Henson Farms’ streets per the HOA’s request. 

Hornik stated that he had received a request from Gail Dunham’s attorney, James Crouse, to 
determine whether Council would like for him to restate the public records request which had been 
filed by Dunham through him. After discussion, it was the consensus of Council that they did not 
need clarification of the request. 

Pegram stated that she had requested that an item regarding the process for approval of the UDO be 
placed on the agenda; however, it was not so placed. Pegram stated that she had made several such 
unsuccessful attempts over the course of her term as a Council member and cited Rule 13(a)(2) on 
page 25 of Council’s adopted “Suggested Rules of Procedure for a City Council” by Trey Allen. The 
rules states: “…the city manager must place an item on the draft agenda in response to a council 
member’s timely request,” and Pegram felt that Council was not following its adopted procedures. 
Whitaker stated that he had requested clarification of Pegram’s request and, following Council’s 
usual procedure in which an item is placed on the agenda if it is the consensus of Council to do so, 
he did not get such a consensus; therefore, the item was not added. There followed much discussion 
regarding the ability of any member to make a motion to amend the agenda, which is considered at 
the beginning of each meeting, and the desire of Council to not place items on its agenda that the 
majority of members do not want considered. 
 
Upon motion by Walker, seconded by O’Day and carried by a vote of 4-1 (Pegram opposed), the 
meeting was adjourned at 7:52pm. 
 
 
 
________________________________             ________________________________ 

BJ Barnes, Mayor              Lance G. Heater, Town Clerk 
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