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COUNCIL MINUTES JANUARY 12, 2021, 6:30PM, SFD COMMUNITY CENTER

The meeting was called to order at 6:30pm by BJ Barnes. Tim Sessoms provided the invocation,
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. It was noted that attendance at the meeting was closed to the
public due to the pandemic and state-of-emergency declarations but was being live streamed on the
Town’s Facebook page.

The following were present:

Council Staff

BJ Barnes, Mayor Scott Whitaker, Town Manager
Tim Sessoms, Mayor Pro-tem Dee Hall, Finance Officer
Lynne Williams DeVaney Lance Heater, Town Clerk
John O’Day Bob Hornik, Town Attorney
Teresa Pegram Chris York, Planning Manager
Reece Walker

CONSENT AGENDA

Upon motion by Sessoms, seconded by DeVaney and carried by a vote of 4-1 (Pegram opposed), the
consent agenda was approved. It consisted of the meeting agenda and 12/8 minutes.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Whitaker stated that: 1) due to the pandemic, Town Hall is open to the public by appointment only
and a drop-off/pick-up box is inside the front door; 2) also due to the pandemic, the Town is
offering the option for boards and committees to conduct meetings remotely via the Zoom
application at the preference of the individual board or committee; and, 3) the Board of Adjustment
needs 2 citizen members. Pegram noted that the Urban Archery season had begun 1/9 and would
continue through 2/14.

EMERGENCY SERVICES REPORTS

A. Summerfield Fire District: During December, the department responded to 24 fire calls, 53 EMS
calls, and 26 “other” calls for a total of 103 incidents.

B. Guil. Co. Sheriff’s Dept.: During December, the department responded to 94 calls in District 1.

ATTACHMENTS FOR COUNCIL’S INFORMATION

Council received the following information with no action taken: committee/board minutes and the
December financial report. It was noted that the annual audit had been delayed due to the
pandemic; however, the auditor was on site on 1/11 and it is anticipated that the completed audit
will be delivered to the Local Government Commission by the due date of 1/31.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Don Wendelken, 3405 Windswept Drive, asked if the Town Hall project would be limited to $3.5M
and reviewed the results of a survey sent out by a written publication that he produced.
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COUNCIL, MANAGER, AND/OR ATTORNEY RESPONSE TO COMMENTS

Whitaker stated that the Town Hall project has a budget of $3.5M and that cost estimates would be
obtained at 3 different stages with the initial one expected soon. He stated that the only product
received from the architects at this point is a space needs assessment, which indicated a need of
about 9300 square feet. Pegram stated that too much non-essential business was being conducted
during the pandemic and that the project should be delayed until the pandemic is over.

PRESENTATION RE: BEAUTIFICATION OF US-220 PEDESTRIAN TUNNEL

Trails and Open Space Committee members Paul Lambrecht and Bill King presented a project
concept and schedule involving the two area high schools to create murals on the walls of the tunnel
and to discourage graffiti. It was anticipated that the students would present plans for the project at
a future Council meeting. Several members of Council expressed appreciation to Lambrecht and
King and the schools for project planning.

BUSINESS FROM TOWN MANAGER

A. Historical Committee appointments: Whitaker noted that Sam Schlosser had moved to
Greensboro, thereby creating a vacancy on the Historical Committee. Upon motion by Sessoms,
seconded by DeVaney and carried unanimously, Mark Brown was appointed as a regular
member to a term ending 7/22 and Sam Schlosser was appointed as an ex-officio member to a
term ending 7/23.

B. Piedmont Discovery mobile app: Upon motion by Walker, seconded by DeVaney and carried by
a vote of 4-1 (Pegram opposed), Council agreed to participate in the Piedmont Discovery mobile
app that will be a free park and trail locator in participation with Greensboro, High Point, and
Guilford County. There will be at no cost to the Town.

C. Summerfield Community Center property (roofing): Whitaker reported that the Town was now
the owner of the property and had received $9,019.60 from Summerfield Community Center, Inc.
as agreed in the purchase and sale agreement. At Council’s direction, the Town sought bids on
replacing the facility’s roof and had received 3 bids ranging from $13,889 to $25,245. Whitaker
stated that the lowest bid was just received and had not been reviewed and suggested that at
least one more bid be sought. Whitaker noted that Council had previously restricted the roof
repair cost to the amount received from SCC, Inc. After discussion, upon motion by O'Day,
seconded by Walker and carried by unanimous vote, Council authorized Whitaker to proceed to
contract for the repairs in line with the Town’s Purchasing Ordinance.

D. Summerfield Tomorrow Committee and Consolidated Committee Ordinance revisions:
Whitaker presented 3 options for creation of the Committee, the first two having been considered
previously by Council, with the third being a hybrid recommended by DeVaney for Council’s
consideration. DeVaney stated that she envisioned the Committee to work with and in
conjunction with planning and zoning in order to develop a vision for what the Town would look
like in future years. DeVaney cited examples where the Committee might identify needs and
work with volunteer groups to accomplish specific projects. DeVaney suggested that each
Council member select two diverse individuals for appointment who would have no conflicts of
interest and who would keep Council apprised of a future Town vision. Walker expressed
concern that the Committee might come into conflict with existing committees or boards, such as
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the Zoning Board. Walker suggested that the Committee be used to work on updating the

Comprehensive Plan, which was last updated in 2010. Pegram disagreed with the proposal which
would have the Council as a whole approving candidates nominated by individual Council
members. Pegram stated that during Council’s retreat, it was presented that each Council
member would have the ability to appoint members without them being approved by Council as
a whole. DeVaney agreed and proposed to amend the draft to remove the Council vote. O'Day
and Walker disagreed with that amendment, stating that it presented the possibility of persons
being appointed who may have conflicts of interest. Pegram stated that if the Council were to
vote on nominees, she would likely not get any nominee approved for appointment. DeVaney
suggested that the proposal be discussed at Council’s retreat. Sessoms, while expressing
appreciation to DeVaney for her efforts to bring citizens together in this manner, expressed
concern regarding a lack of clarity around the role of the Committee and suggested the possibility
of appointing an ad hoc committee to begin the process of updating the Comprehensive Plan.
Barnes asked Whitaker to put his thoughts regarding the Committee in writing for Council’s
consideration. After further discussion, and upon motion by Walker, seconded by O’Day and
carried unanimously, the matter was tabled until the 2/9 meeting.

E. Reports, updates, or comments: Whitaker noted the following: 1) the Zoning Board will conduct
a 1/25 virtual public hearing on the rezoning of the northern Gordon tract, a necessary step in the
development of the new Town Hall; 2) Council’s annual retreat is scheduled for 2/13; 3) a virtual
open house regarding the UDO is scheduled for 1/26; 4) the Land Use Plan project kick-off
meeting with PTRC was scheduled for later in the week; 5) Founders” Day planning remains on
hold due to the pandemic; 6) new trail signs are being installed on the A&Y Greenway between
Strawberry Road and the tunnel; and, 7) the Town is working with NCDOT to establish an
improved crossing between the parking area at the end of Summerfield Road and the nearby
sidewalk.

A recess was declared at 8:48pm. The meeting was called back to order at 8:58pm.

BUSINESS FROM THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL

A. Extraterritorial jurisdiction (ET]J): In response to a request from Council, York presented a map
showing possible 1-mile and 2-mile ETJ extensions. These could extend the Town’s zoning
regulations into these areas, as allowed by State law. York stated that, if approved, the proposal
would be presented to the Guilford County Board of Commissioners, which would have to grant
permission. Hornik noted that a public hearing would also need to be conducted with
appropriate notifications and that an ordinance would need to be approved by Council. Upon
motion by Walker, seconded by DeVaney and carried by a vote of 4-1 (Pegram opposed), Council
approved moving forward with establishment of the ET] as presented.

B. NCLM Municipal Advocacy Goals and appointment of voting delegate: Upon motion by
DeVaney, seconded by O'Day and carried unanimously, Walker was appointed as Council’s
voting delegate to put forward Council’s priority goals as suggested in the agenda packet.
Pegram objected to the manner in which this item was discussed in emails, stating that the
Council had voted by email, to which other Council members took exception.

C. Reports, updates or comments: O’Day reported on the agenda for the Greensboro MPO meeting
scheduled for 1/27. Pegram stated that she had traditionally requested invoices from the Town
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Attorney but that in the last 6 months, these invoices had been redacted. Hornik stated that
Council members were entitled to the same information as members of the public; therefore, if

parts of the invoices needed to be redacted in order to protect attorney-client privilege, this also
applies to information provided to Council members. Pegram disagreed, stating that the invoices
were not redacted prior to being seen by Council members who sign checks and/or approve
invoices. Pegram made a motion that Council members be provided with unredacted attorney
invoices. Walker suggested the motion be amended to exclude items related to pending litigation;
however, Pegram would not agree to the amendment. The motion died for lack of a second.

CLOSED SESSION

Sessoms made a motion at 9:29pm to enter into closed session for the purpose of consulting with an
attorney employed or retained by the public body in order to preserve the attorney-client privilege
as provided under NCGS 143-318.11(a)(3). The motion was seconded by O'Day and carried
unanimously.

At 10:14pm Sessoms made a motion to return to open session. The motion was seconded by O’Day
and carried unanimously.

OTHER BUSINESS — None.

Upon motion by O’Day, seconded by Walker and carried by a unanimous vote, the meeting was
adjourned at 10:15pm.

BJ Barnes, Mayor Lance G. Heater, Town Clerk
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