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CoOuUNCIL MINUTES JANUARY 15, 2019, 6:30PM, SFD TOWN HALL

The meeting was called to order at 6:35pm by Dena Barnes. The following were present:

Council Staff
Dena Barnes, Mayor Pro-tem Scott Whitaker, Town Manager
Dianne Laughlin Lance Heater, Town Clerk

John O’Day (via telephone)
Teresa Pegram
Reece Walker

Upon motion by Walker, seconded by Laughlin and carried unanimously, Council excused Mayor
Dunham from the meeting due to illness.

Whitaker stated that the Town had initially hoped to complete master planning for the Oak Ridge
Road/Summerfield Road intersection in conjunction with renovations to the Gordon Hardware
Building and Martin House. Whitaker stated that, even though those projects have been put on hold,
it is still relevant to proceed with the intersection project as a stand-alone item. Whitaker noted that
part of the scope of work also involved suggestions for the future use of the 13+ acres that are
referred to as the Gordon northern tract.

Whitaker introduced Frances Gallagher of WithersRavenel who reviewed the scope of work as
follows: 1) transportation aspect of the intersection (safe movement of pedestrians and vehicles
through the intersection as well as options for the large, mast arm traffic signal); 2) streetscape
planning; and 3) future use of the Gordon northern tract. Gallagher stated their work was
conceptual master planning and that there is no final design included. Gallagher stated that the
NCDOT does not approve anything until the design phase; however, the consultants have been in
communication with DOT and have had the concurrence of DOT with the plan as something which
they would consider approving.

Gallagher introduced Jay Clapp of Ramey Kemp & Associates who provided background
information regarding options for the intersection, noting that the roundabout concept had been
eliminated by Council. Clapp introduced Gary Warner of WithersRavenel who presented concepts
for improving pedestrian traffic through the intersection with the addition of medians on Oak Ridge
Road to slow traffic, high-profile crosswalks and specialty paving. Warner also introduced concepts
for improving the transportation aspect of the intersection, including two designs designed to mask
the large arm traffic signal. These involved creating a clocktower out of the signal pole and an
alternative of a simple column enclosure of the pole.

Warner introduced concepts regarding the Gordon northern tract potentially involving utilization of
the existing house and barn, a possible water tower, dog park, picnic shelters, a playground and
walking trails.

In response to a question from Historical Committee Vice Chair Elizabeth Ingram, Warner stated
that uses such as a new municipal building and/or library could also be placed on the tract.
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Whitaker noted that discussion of public meeting space is on the agenda for the Council retreat
scheduled for 1/25-26.

Members of Council expressed appreciation to the presenters for the work that they have done on
these projects.

Upon motion by Walker seconded by Laughlin and carried unanimously, the meeting was
adjourned at 7:28pm.

Dena Barnes, Mayor Pro-tem Lance G. Heater, Town Clerk
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