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C O U N C I L  M I N U T E S   FEBRUARY 13, 2018 6:30PM, SFD COMMUNITY CENTER 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:30pm by Gail Dunham. Linda Southard provided the 
invocation, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. The following were present: 

                  Council                                                               Staff 
 Gail Dunham, Mayor       Scott Whitaker, Town Manager  
 Dena Barnes, Mayor Pro-tem     Dee Hall, Finance Officer   
 John O’Day         Carrie Spencer, Planning Director   
 Teresa Pegram        Lance Heater, Town Clerk   
 Todd Rotruck          
 Reece Walker 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 

Upon motion by Barnes, seconded by O’Day and approved unanimously, the consent agenda was 
approved. It included the meeting agenda, closed session minutes for 12/12/17, open and closed 
session minutes for 1/9 and 1/16, the FY2018–19 budget calendar, a revision of Personnel Policies 
and Manual (direct deposit for Council stipends), a donation to Community Lutheran Church and 
the financial report for the period ending 1/31. 
  
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Dunham announced that Council would hold a special called meeting on 2/20 for the purpose of 
UNC School of Government training related to roles and expectations within the council-manager 
form of government. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Beth Kaplan, 7979 Highfill Road, expressed dissatisfaction with Council members Dunham, Rotruck, 
and Pegram relating to a cancelled Council retreat. 

Clark Doggett, 7986 Highfill Road, spoke in favor of the Town’s financial participation in the A&Y 
Greenway extension project, stating that 80% of the construction costs has already been awarded 
(referring to funding allocated by NCDOT). He stated that the Mayor opposed the project. 

Tony Krasienko, Municipal Services Manager of Republic Waste Services, provided an update on his 
company’s re-route of collection services, stating that due to customer growth, services have not met 
his company’s or customers’ expectations. He also responded to individual audience complaints. 

Brent Schroyer, 7525 Cedar Chase Drive, stating that he had formed a bourbon club, asked to be 
appointed as the Town’s liaison to the local ABC board. It was suggested that he complete an 
application for Board/Committee appointment and that his residency in the town limits be 
confirmed. 

Danny Nelson, 2500 Pleasant Ridge Road, spoke in favor of the request to amend the 
Comprehensive Plan regarding minimum density requirements for residential development. 
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Dwayne Crawford, 1106 NC Highway 150 West, also spoke in favor of the request to amend the 
Comprehensive Plan regarding minimum density. 

Terry McLean, 6180 Lake Brandt Road, inquired as to whether there was a master list of 
Summerfield residents given that the town limits don’t correspond directly with Summerfield 
addresses. It was noted that the Manager had worked to have such a list updated and staff can 
provide citizenship clarification for residents as needed. 

Priscilla Olinick, 3100 Pleasant Ridge Road, stating that she had attended every Council meeting 
since last February, expressed sentiments regarding the UDO, planned development, and the need 
to stay involved. 

Elizabeth McClellan, 7103 Lentz Court, suggested that a survey be sent to citizens asking how much 
they want to spend on the Gordon building, Martin house, and intersection. She also inquired as to 
the differences between the 2012 planned development proposal and the planned development 
language in the draft UDO ordinance which is being reviewed. 
 
COMMITTEE / BOARD/EVENT REPORTS 

A. Finance: Hall noted the Committee did not meet in January, but was scheduled to meet 2/19. 

B. Historical: Linda Southard reported the committee would be meeting 2/22. 

C. Trails and Open Space: Jane Doggett reported the committee would be meeting 2/28. 

D. UDO Review: In response to a question, Spencer reported the committee would be meeting into May. 

E. Founders’ Day: Whitaker reported the event was scheduled for 5/18–19 and individuals 
interested in being a parade participant, vendor, sponsor, or volunteer should contact town hall. 
 

EMERGENCY SERVICES REPORTS 

A. Summerfield Fire District: In January the department ran 29 fire-related calls, 75 EMS calls, 23 
other calls, and 16 car seats were installed. Upcoming events include the annual Easter egg hunt 
on 3/25, the stop, drop, and roll 5K run on 4/7, and the second annual kids’ camp in June. 

B. Guil. Co. Sheriff’s Dept.: In January District 1 responded to 552 calls, 74 of which were in 
Summerfield. All crimes declined 55% from January 2017. 

C. Guil. Co. Emergency Services: There were 71 calls in the Summerfield area in January. The 
Emergency Management division coordinated agency responses for the snow event on 1/17 
which brought 6–9 inches of snow throughout Guilford County. 

 
BUSINESS FROM TOWN MANAGER 

A. Martin House: Whitaker reviewed the Town’s actions to date regarding the property, stating 
that it was originally acquired for the purpose of historic preservation. Whitaker asked for 
direction from Council for both budgeting purposes and in order to direct the architectural firm. 
In response to a question from O’Day, Whitaker stated the property is structurally sound. Also 
in response to a question from O’Day, Whitaker recalled the purchase price of the property as 
about $92,000 (note: it was actually $90,000 with $2,500 earnest cost) and renovations to date had 
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been approximately $30,000. In response to a question from Rotruck, Whitaker stated that he 
believed no permits were required for the work, but he could review further. In response to a 
question from Dunham, Whitaker said the well on the Gordon property could provide water 
service to both the Gordon and Martin buildings. Whitaker, in response to questions, stated that 
the main exterior preservation needs were replacement windows, repointing of the brick mortar 
joints, and work on the porches.  

B. Gordon Hardware building: In response to a question from Dunham, Jason Hart of Cube 
Design + Research, stated the existing well would serve the building and that septic service 
would need to be provided by piping it to Town-owned property across Oak Ridge Road. Hart 
responded to a number of questions from Council members regarding the property. Hart 
referred Council members to information presented on possible options for restoration of the 
building that were contained in the agenda packet. There was some discussion regarding selling 
the property. Dunham stated that the 13-acre Gordon tract is worth $1M and should be 
considered. Whitaker noted that the Gordon property as a whole is far more valuable now than 
it was at the time the Town purchased it. Whitaker stated that the question for Council is “where 
do we go from here,” noting that the Town is under contract with Cube and needs to decide 
whether it is willing to consider any of the possible variations of the project the firm proposed. If 
not, then it would be appropriate to consider whether the building should be “mothballed” or 
prepared for sale. O’Day voiced opposition to “mothballing” the buildings, stating that if the 
Town cannot find a way to use them, they should be sold. Walker suggested getting input from 
the Historical Committee as to best usage of the building. Spencer suggested the Town seek 
county historic landmark status for the properties prior to them being considered for 
disposition. Rotruck suggested that an open house for the public be held so that Council could 
get input from citizens as to the use of both the Martin house and the Gordon building. It was 
suggested that Whitaker investigate liability concerns of holding an open house with the Town’s 
insurance carrier as well as Attorney Hill. 

C. Intersection master planning: In response to a question, Jay Clapp of Ramey Kemp & 
Associates, said that NCDOT was amenable to the concept of a mini-roundabout at the 
intersection of Summerfield Road and Oak Ridge Road. 

D. Bugle Boy monument area and Duke Energy agreement amendment: Upon motion by Walker, 
seconded by Barnes and unanimous vote, Council approved an agreement amendment which 
allowed for the installation of a parking stall, historical marker, and footpath from the stall to the 
marker at the monument site located on Oak Ridge Road in front of the Duke Energy substation. 

E. Domain name change from “summerfieldgov.com” to “summerfieldnc.gov”: Upon motion by 
O’Day, seconded by Rotruck and unanimous vote, Council authorized the Mayor to sign a letter 
requesting the authority over the summerfieldnc.gov second-level domain name be delegated to 
the Town. It was noted that the annual fee for holding the domain name would be $400. 

F. Zoning Board reappointments: Upon motion by O’Day, seconded by Walker and unanimous 
vote, Council reappointed Richard Feulner, 3507 Windswept Drive, to the Zoning Board for a  
3-year term ending 2/21. A motion was made by Barnes and seconded by Walker to reappoint 
Trudy Whitacre, 5115 Bunch Road, to the Zoning Board for a 3-year term ending 2/21. Citing 
attendance concerns, Pegram made a substitute motion to appoint Frank Ficca, 6300 Westcott 
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Drive, to the position. This motion was seconded by Rotruck. Spencer stated that Whitacre had 
some personal issues which impacted her attendance but were no longer ongoing. The substitute 
motion failed 2-3 with O’Day, Walker and Barnes voting against. The original motion was 
approved 4-1 with Pegram voting against. 
 

Upon motion by Rotruck, seconded by Pegram and carried by unanimous vote, Council declared a  
recess at 8:45 pm. The meeting was reconvened at 8:50 pm. 
 
BUSINESS FROM MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

A. Special Use Permit amendment to Development Ordinance: Upon motion by O’Day, seconded 
by Rotruck and approved by unanimous vote, Council referred to the Zoning Board for public 
hearing a text amendment to the Development Ordinance which would remove the annual 
renewal requirement for special use permits for special events facilities. 

B. Citizen group request to amend Comprehensive Plan (density): Pegram made a motion as 
follows, “to put forth a vote on the Save Our Summerfield application submitted in March 2017 
in legal compliance with the approved Town of Summerfield Budget Ordinance 2016-2017 to 
amend the Summerfield Comprehensive Plan, an advisory document, to establish the maximum 
average residential housing unit density allowed in any new subdivision to be no more than one 
unit per 60,000 square feet.” This motion was seconded by Rotruck. O’Day voiced support for 
convening a citizens committee to review the Comprehensive Plan in its entirety once the UDO 
Review Committee has completed its work. Barnes made a substitute motion to delay 
consideration of this matter: 1) until after the UDO Review Committee has reviewed the housing 
density issue; 2) until after the water study is presented by the Timmons Group; and, 3) that the 
UDO Review Committee include language in its recommendation as follows: “to the extent this 
ordinance is or becomes inconsistent with the adopted plans, it should be amended to become or 
remain consistent with the adopted plans.” This motion was seconded by O’Day and adopted by 
a vote of 3-2 (Rotruck and Pegram voting against). 

C. Reactivation of Public Safety Committee: Pegram made a motion to reactivate the Public Safety 
Committee. This motion was seconded by Rotruck. O’Day stated that most surrounding local 
governments do not have public safety committees. Pegram spoke in favor of reactivation, 
stating that it would be good for the Town. Walker stated that the Town had a positive 
relationship with public safety professionals and made a substitute motion to take no action. 
This motion was seconded by Barnes. Barnes said that the committee served a good purpose 
when the Town was first formed, but that there was no need for it at this time. Walker agreed to 
a friendly amendment to his substitute motion to direct the Town Manager to explore amending 
the contract for testing of the Town’s generator to include load testing. The friendly amendment 
was approved by consensus. The substitute motion was approved 3-2 (Rotruck and Pegram 
voting against). 

 
OTHER BUSINESS (AS NEEDED) 

Barnes reported that the next MPO meeting would be 2/28. O’Day reported that he and Walker had 
investigated a complaint from a resident of Elmhurst Estates regarding difficulty making a left turn 
out of the subdivision during morning traffic. Barnes stated that she had spoken to the NCDOT 
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division engineer regarding the problem. 
 
 
CLOSED SESSION 

Dunham, noting that Attorney Hill was not present, suggested that the meeting be recessed and 
reconvened at a later time to hold a closed session in order to address agenda items 11A and 11B. 
The first (11A) was “to consult with an attorney and in order to preserve the attorney-client privilege 
as provided under NCGS 143-318.11(a)(3).” The second (11B) was “to hear or investigate a 
complaint, charge, or grievance by or against an individual public officer or employee as provided 
under NCGS 143-318.11(a)(6).” Barnes made a motion at 9:50pm to recess until 2/22 at 7:00pm at the 
Summerfield Community Center. This motion was seconded by Walker and passed unanimously.  
 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

MEETING RECONVENED FEBRUARY 22, 7:00PM, AT THE SUMMERFIELD COMMUNITY CENTER 
 

Dunham called the meeting to order. All members of Council were present. In addition, Attorney 
Hill, Manager Whitaker, and Clerk Heater were present.  

Rotruck made a motion to approve the agenda, with the addition of original item 10D (Reports, 
updates or comments from Mayor and Council). This motion was seconded by Barnes. Rotruck 
accepted a friendly amendment from Pegram to remove the closed session item “to hear or investigate a 
complaint, charge, or grievance by or against an individual public officer or employee as provided 
under NCGS 143-318(a)(6).” There was discussion between Council members and Hill as to whether 
the item to be discussed was appropriate under the statutes. Hill advised that it was an appropriate 
matter to be discussed in closed session. Walker made a substitute motion to approve the agenda 
(including both items originally proposed for closed session) with the addition of original item 10D. 
This was seconded by O’Day and approved 3-2 (Rotruck and Pegram voting against). 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 

Dunham reviewed the schedule for various Town meetings over the next two months.  

There was discussion regarding the schedule for conducting a performance evaluation of the 
Manager. Hill advised that his employment contract mandated an annual review at the May Council 
meeting. O’Day made a motion for individual Council members to provide evaluation forms to the 
Mayor by 4/24. There was no second to this motion and the item was tabled.  
 
CLOSED SESSION 

Rotruck made a motion to review the Manager’s personnel file in closed session. This was seconded 
by Pegram. Walker made a substitute motion at 7:50pm to enter into closed session for the purpose 
of: 1) consulting with an attorney and in order to preserve the attorney-client privilege as provided 
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under NCGS 143-318.11(a)(6); and, 2) to hear or investigate a complaint, charge, or grievance by or 
against an individual public officer or employee as provided under NCGS 143-318.11(a)(6). This was 
seconded by O’Day and approved 3-2 (Rotruck and Pegram voting against). 
 

Barnes motioned to return to open session at 8:35pm, seconded by O’Day, which carried unanimously. 

With no further business, a motion was made at 8:35pm by Barnes to adjourn. The motion was 
seconded by Walker and carried unanimously. 

 
 
________________________________               ________________________________ 

Gail Dunham, Mayor         Lance G. Heater, Town Clerk 


