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CoOuNCIL MINUTES MARCH 19, 2019, 6:30PM, SED TOWN HALL

The meeting was called to order at 6:35pm by Gail Dunham. The following were present:

Council Staff
Gail Dunham, Mayor Scott Whitaker, Town Manager
Dena Barnes, Mayor Pro-tem (via telephone) Dee Hall, Finance Officer
Dianne Laughlin (arrived at 6:40pm) Lance Heater, Town Clerk

John O’Day (via telephone)
Teresa Pegram
Reece Walker

Upon motion by Walker, seconded by Barnes and carried unanimously, the meeting agenda was
approved.

Whitaker stated the intent of the meeting was to ascertain budget priorities from the Council to
assist staff in developing the draft FY19-20 budget. Whitaker referred to a summary of the 1/25-26
retreat submitted by facilitator Jeff Emery in which he identified three resulting retreat priorities:

1) parliamentary procedure; 2) exploring options for administrative facilities and town meeting
space; and, 3) study and plan for the orderly growth of the Town’s system of parks, trails, and other
green spaces.

Regarding priority item 2, the directive from the retreat was for the Manager to investigate potential
locations, which was done soon after. Whitaker reviewed the history of the Town’s evaluation of the
Gordon Hardware Building and site as a likely location for meeting space, noting that the
exploration of that property had ceased over a year ago due to the high cost estimate and parking
concerns. After discussion, it was the consensus of Council that no funds be budgeted for either
property acquisition or construction of administrative facilities or meeting space unless a specific
proposal were to come about prior to budget finalization. Instead, a budget amendment would be
proposed if a plan were to be developed after budget approval.

Whitaker asked if anyone wished to include funds toward implementing any part of the conceptual
intersection master plan presented by WithersRavenel at the 1/15 special called meeting. After
discussion, it was the consensus of Council that no funds be budgeted, leaving open the option of
consideration of a budget amendment during the fiscal year if a specific proposal were to be put
forth. In discussing grant funding which had been directed toward the US-220 sidewalk project from
the A&Y tunnel to Summerfield Road, it was noted that any funds not utilized for that purpose
could likely be used for tunnel lighting, paving of the 60-foot section on the east side of the tunnel to
connect with the existing A&Y Greenway, or tunnel beautification efforts.

Regarding priority item 3 from the retreat, Council heard a proposal from Jane Doggett, Chair of the
Trails and Open Space Committee, to develop a comprehensive planning document to guide the
development of trails, parks, and open spaces and to provide guidance for Council’s long-range
planning. A requested $40,000 would be used to contract with an outside agency such as PTRC to
develop the plan, including citizen participation activities. Doggett also requested $10,000 for the
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Committee to continue mapping activities with the help of a GIS contractor and for expenses
associated with informational tents at community events. In response to a question from Whitaker,
the majority of Council expressed support for inclusion of the funds in the draft budget.

Whitaker confirmed with Council that there was not budgetary support for including efforts toward
phase 2 of the SAP master plan, primarily referring to the construction of more fields. Whitaker
asked if there was any objection to the inclusion of other items discussed by the Parks & Recreation
manager at the retreat, such as an additional seasonal worker and the purchase of a utility vehicle
and a passenger trailer. The majority of Council had no objections.

It was noted that NC localities are being required to increase contributions toward the Local
Governmental Employees” Retirement System (LGERS) from 7.75% to 8.95%. Finance Officer Hall
described the state’s situation and Whitaker added that the percentage is expected to continue to rise
in the foreseeable future. Hall also noted that Summerfield’s real estate valuation had increased to
$1.565 billion, up $7.28 million, which would result in revenues from property taxes of $430,000 at
the current rate of taxation.

There were no public comments.

Upon motion by Laughlin, a second by Walker, and carried unanimously, the meeting was
adjourned at 7:51pm.

Gail Dunham, Mayor Lance G. Heater, Town Clerk
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