
 

 

1 

C O U N C I L  M I N U T E S   MAY 11, 2021, 6:30PM, SFD COMMUNITY CENTER 
 

The meeting was called to order at 6:30pm by BJ Barnes. Tim Sessoms provided the invocation, 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. It was noted that attendance at the meeting was closed to the 
public due to the pandemic and state-of-emergency declarations but was being live streamed on the 
Town’s Facebook page.  

The following were present: 

    Council                                                               Staff 
 BJ Barnes, Mayor         Scott Whitaker, Town Manager  
 Tim Sessoms, Mayor Pro-tem     Dee Hall, Finance Officer  
 Lynne Williams DeVaney     Lance Heater, Town Clerk 
 John O’Day (absent)       Bob Hornik, Town Attorney 
 Teresa Perryman              
 Reece Walker 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 

Upon motion by Walker, seconded by DeVaney and carried by a vote of 3-1 (Perryman opposed), 
the consent agenda was approved. It consisted of the meeting agenda, open session minutes of 4/13 
and 4/27, RES-2021-002—Addition of Secondary Road—Westfield Village Circle and RES-2021-
003—Addition of Secondary Road—N. Scamper Grey Court. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Whitaker noted the following: 1) a Land Use Plan public meeting would be held 5/13 at Revolution 
Academy; 2) a UDO public hearing would be held 5/25; 3) the FY21–22 budget would be presented 
at a 5/27 special called meeting; 4) the children’s fishing derby would be held 6/19; 5) the first 
music-in-the-park event would be held 6/19; and, 6) the 5/7 movie-in-the-park event was a success. 
 
EMERGENCY SERVICES REPORTS 

A. Summerfield Fire District: During April, the department responded to 23 fire calls, 39 EMS calls, 
and 20 “other” calls for a total of 82 incidents.  

B. Guil. Co. Sheriff’s Dept.: During April, the department responded to 91 calls in District 1.  
 

ATTACHMENTS FOR COUNCIL’S INFORMATION 

Council received the following information with no action taken: committee/board minutes and the 
April financial report.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Sebastian King urged Council to oppose HB401/SB349 which would restrict localities’ ability to limit 
development restrictions on certain types of housing. 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS RE: FY21–22 BUDGET—None. 
 
COUNCIL, MANAGER, AND/OR ATTORNEY RESPONSE TO COMMENTS 

Hornik elaborated on the content of the legislation described by Sebastian King and Whitaker noted 
that it potentially would affect Summerfield less than other localities because the Town does not 
have public water or sewer. 
 
BUSINESS FROM TOWN MANAGER 

A. FY20-21 Council budget amendment #2: Upon motion by Sessoms, seconded by DeVaney and 
carried unanimously, Council budget amendment #2 was approved. It increased the Trails & 
Open Space Master Plan line item from $20,000 to $30,000 and decreased the Trail Development 
line item from $21,500 to $11,500. Hall noted that the vendor misjudged its progress and timing 
and more costs of the master plan had been allocated to FY20-21; however, the total cost of the 
project did not increase. 

B.  Historical Committee appointment: Upon motion by DeVaney, seconded by Sessoms and 
carried unanimously, John White III was appointed to the Historical Committee through 7/23. 

C. Reports, updates, or comments: Whitaker reported that: 1) the Town Hall project continues to 
progress; 2) citizens could find information about the Land Use Plan project on a dedicated PTRC 
website linked to the Town’s website; 3) changes to the UDO necessitated by the adoption of 
NCGS 160D were being integrated into the draft document; 3) a draft ETJ resolution had been 
sent to Guilford County for consideration for adoption; 4) the Town was working with NCDOT 
to establish an emergency vehicle crossover on I-73; 5) the first phase of the painting of the  
US-220 pedestrian tunnel was complete and commended the participating high school students; 
and, 6) staff and Sessoms had met with NCDOT officials to provide input regarding landscaping 
for US-220 and I-73. 

 
BUSINESS FROM THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

A. Deposit & reimbursement agreement: Whitaker stated that during the April meeting, Council 
had directed the Town Attorney and Manager to work with the David Couch’s attorney to 
develop an agreement regarding the Summerfield Farms Village Concept (SFVC) which would 
require an initial deposit of $20,000, to be replenished when expenses were incurred to the extent 
that the available funds reached $5,000. Whitaker stated that the agreement before Council 
accomplished that goal. There was an extensive discussion regarding how the agreement would 
work and the desire to recoup the Town’s expenses going back to when the SFVC was first 
presented to Council in September 2020. Upon motion by Walker, seconded by DeVaney and 
carried by a vote of 3-1 (Perryman opposed), Council approved the agreement with the addition 
of the amendment to recoup expenses back to September 1, 2020. 

B. Reports, updates, or comments: Perryman took exception to Walker’s criticism of her reading 
from an email from former Council Member Todd Rotruck in the discussion regarding the 
deposit and reimbursement agreement. Walker requested that Perryman distribute Rotruck’s 
email to the members of Council.  
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OTHER BUSINESS 

DeVaney reported on her investigation of repairs needed to the Community Center, stating that the 
estimated costs of such repairs would likely exceed the $30,000 authorized by Council for FY20–21. 
DeVaney also: 1) expressed concern regarding the need to have expenses encumbered regarding the 
State’s funding of water for fire protection; and, 2) reported on her discussions with Spectrum 
officials regarding broadband needs.  

Upon motion by Walker, seconded by Sessom and carried by a vote of 3-1 (Perryman opposed), 
Council approved a resolution (to be drafted by staff) in opposition to HB401/SB349. 

Upon motion by Sessoms, seconded by DeVaney and carried unanimously, Council voted to allow 
the individuals conducting dog training to rent the Community Center basement at a rate of $25 
each Wednesday from 4pm until 9pm, as long as such use does not conflict with the Town’s other 
uses of the facility. The usage and rate will be reevaluated at the September 2021 Council meeting. 
 
Upon motion by Sessoms, seconded by DeVaney and carried by a unanimous vote, the meeting was 
adjourned at 7:42pm. 
 

 
 
________________________________             ________________________________ 
BJ Barnes, Mayor              Lance G. Heater, Town Clerk 
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