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COUNCIL MINUTES MAY 30,2023, 6:30PM, SED COMMUNITY CENTER

The special called budget meeting was called to order at 6:30pm by Sessoms.

The following were present:

Council Staff
Tim Sessoms, Mayor Scott Whitaker, Town Manager
Lynne Williams DeVaney, Mayor Pro-tem  Dee Hall, Finance Officer
John Doggett Sarah Tibbetts, Town Clerk
Jeff Davis

Janelle Robinson (remote)

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Upon motion by DeVaney, seconded by Davis and carried unanimously, the meeting agenda was
approved as presented.

MANAGER PRESENTATION OF FINAL DRAFT OF FY23-24 BUDGET

Whitaker presented the final draft budget, briefly walking Council through each page and
highlighting major changes or proposals. The FY23-24 proposal consisted of a budget of $4,731,732,
which is $2,490,020 higher than the current year’s budget of $2,241,712. As presented, the tax rate
remains at 2.75 cents per $100 of property valuation ($2,042,356,806). This tax rate is unchanged
since a FY2014-15 rate reduction. Adjustments were made to the fee schedules again this year to
better cover operational costs and provide efficiencies. Whitaker added that the Finance Committee
also recommended this budget during its 5/15 meeting. The town has no outstanding debt and this
budget funds the difference between total expenditures and revenue projections by appropriating
$2,130,674 from grants and $1,005,708 from the fund balance. Summerfield typically turns to
reserves for capital needs and to balance the budget, but $68,882 from the fund balance will be
appropriated to avoid the tax increase originally proposed.

Whitaker thanked Hall for all her hard work invested into the budget noting they go over each line
item together and nail down the numbers. Sessoms thanked Whitaker and Hall for all their hard
work, as well as the Finance Committee. Sessoms also thanked staff for this year’s Founders” Day
success and the many hours of hard work that goes into planning and executing the event.

COUNCIL DISCUSSION

Davis brought up concerns about Parks and Recreation that were mentioned at the February Council
retreat in regard to renting the fields to schools. DeVaney asked about increasing part-time
employees” hours enough to be able to offer them benefits and asked about grant money and
funding and how it could be used going forward for capital projects. Doggett thanked Whitaker and
Hall for their work on the budget. Sessoms announced Council would hold a public hearing for the
budget on 6/13 in order to likely adopt the budget.
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BUDGET-RELATED PUBLIC COMMENTS (limited to 3 minutes per speaker)

Don Wendelken, 3406 Windswept Drive, asked about employee salaries and benefits, noted he
heard the Finance Committee suggest concerns about the CIP going forward and projected costs
associated with them, and stated he had concerns about how costly improvements would be for the
greenway, water tower, etc.

Upon motion by DeVaney, seconded by Doggett and carried by a unanimous vote, the meeting was
adjourned at 7:24pm.

Tim Sessoms, Mayor Sarah Tibbetts, Town Clerk
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