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C O U N C I L  M I N U T E S   JUNE 11, 2019 6:30PM, SFD COMMUNITY CENTER 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:30pm by Gail Dunham. Pastor Tae Sum Kim of the Lords 
Church of Greensboro provided the invocation, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. The following 
were present: 

    Council                                                               Staff 
 Gail Dunham, Mayor       Scott Whitaker, Town Manager  
 Dena Barnes, Mayor Pro-tem     Dee Hall, Finance Officer  
 Dianne Laughlin (absent)     William Hill, Town Attorney 
 John O’Day         Lance Heater, Town Clerk 
 Teresa Pegram         
 Reece Walker          

Upon motion by Barnes, seconded by O’Day and carried unanimously, Laughlin was excused from 
the meeting due to illness. 
  
CONSENT AGENDA 

Upon motion by O’Day, seconded by Barnes and approved by a vote of 3-1 (Pegram opposed), the 
consent agenda was approved. It consisted of: 1) the meeting agenda; 2) open session minutes of 
5/14 and 5/30; 3) Resolution 2019-002 “Filing Fee for 2019 Municipal Election;”and, 4) Audit 
contract for fiscal year ending 6/30/19 with Gibson & Company, PA. Council deferred action on the 
closed session minutes of 5/14. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Whitaker reminded those present of the movie-in-the-park event scheduled for 6/14, children’s 
fishing derby scheduled for 6/15, and the music-in-the-park event scheduled for 6/15. O’Day stated 
that an event benefiting Horse Friends would be held 6/15. Dunham stated that she had represented 
the Town at the PTI Airport’s new control tower groundbreaking and reminded those present of a 
rezoning open house scheduled for 6/13. 
 
EMERGENCY SERVICES REPORTS 

A. Summerfield Fire District: During May the department responded to 31 fire calls, 43 EMS calls 
and 26 other for a total of 100 incidents. 

B. Guil. Co. Sheriff’s Dept.: During May the department responded to 146 calls in District 1. There 
were 4 part-one crimes reported during the month. 

 
COMMITTEE / BOARD / EVENT REPORTS 

A. Finance: Did not meet. 

B. Historical: Gary Brown reported on the Committee’s 5/30 meeting and announced that 
Committee member Elizabeth Ingram had resigned but desired to continue to serve as an  
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ex-officio member. 
 

C. Trails & Open Space: Jane Doggett reported on the Committee’s activities during Founders’ Day.  
 

ATTACHMENTS FOR COUNCIL’S INFORMATION 

Council received the following information with no action being taken: committee minutes, event 
after-action reports, and the financial report for May. Walker praised Cheryl Gore, Events 
Coordinator/Asst. to the Manager, for her Founders’ Day work. Walker, noting comments made in 
the minutes of the Zoning Board, stated that it appeared that Dunham was making comments at the 
Zoning Board’s UDO work sessions despite the Zoning Board request that Council members refrain 
from being involved in the Board’s UDO work. Dunham stated that the Zoning Board meetings 
were public with a period for public comments on the agenda. Dunham also encouraged Council 
members to attend the UDO meetings to learn more. Barnes and O’Day expressed support for the 
request of the Board that Council members not be involved in their review process. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Beth Kaplan, 7979, Highfill Road, expressed appreciation to the staff and fire department for their 
support of the inaugural 5K running event that was held in conjunction with Founders’ Day. 

Cheryl Baisey, 3211 Pasture View Drive, voiced support for a candidate forum in conjunction with 
the 2019 municipal election campaign. 

Dwayne Crawford, 1106 NC-150 West, asked for information related to the quo warranto suit filed 
against Laughlin. 
 
COUNCIL AND MANAGER RESPONSE TO COMMENTS 

In response to a question from Walker, Hill stated that a candidate forum should not be hosted or 
organized by the Town. In response to a question from Dunham, Hill stated that a response to the 
lawsuit in the case of Crawford et al v. the Town et al would be due 30 days from the date of service. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING/ACTION RE: FY2019–20 BUDGET 

The Mayor declared the public hearing open at 7:25pm. Whitaker provided a brief overview of the 
proposed budget which totaled $1,723,891. He stated it was $175,000 less than the previous year, 
maintained the real estate tax rate at $.0275 per $100 of assessed property valuation, and projected 
an appropriation of $413,066 from the unexpended fund balance. Public comments were offered as 
follows: 

Dwayne Crawford, 1106 NC- 150 West, expressed disapproval regarding the conduct of individuals 
at the public hearing for last year’s FY2018-19 budget. 

Don Wendelken, 3406 Windswept Drive, commented on the need to identify costs for future capital 
projects. 

There being no other persons who wished to speak and the Mayor declared the public hearing 
closed at 8:02pm. 
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Upon motion by O’Day, seconded by Walker and carried by a vote of 3-1 (Pegram opposed), 
Ordinance 2019-001 adopting the FY2019–20 budget was approved. 
 

A recess was declared at 8:04pm. The meeting was reconvened at 8:13pm. 
 
BUSINESS FROM TOWN MANAGER 

A. Council budget amendment #6 (FY18–19): Upon motion by Barnes, seconded by O’Day and 
carried by a vote of 3-1 (Pegram opposed), Council budget amendment #6 was approved. It 
increased contract legal services by $10,000 and decreased Land Acquisitions-Improvements by 
the same amount. Whitaker noted funds were being requested to pay for legal expenses 
associated with the lawsuit of Crawford et al v. the Town et al. 

B.  Committee appointments/reappointments (Finance, Historical, Trails & Open Space): Upon 
motion by Pegram, seconded by Walker and carried unanimously, Christine Henson, Wendel 
Parks, and Millie Hoffler-Foushee were reappointed to the Finance Committee. Henson and 
Parks were appointed to 2-year terms ending 7/21 and Hoffler-Foushee was appointed to a  
1-year term ending 7/20. Upon motion by Barnes, seconded by Walker and carried unanimously, 
Anna Heroy, Bill Heroy, and Pat Juszczak were reappointed to the Historical Committee to  
1-year terms ending 7/20. Upon motion by Walker, seconded by O’Day and carried 
unanimously, Elizabeth Ingram, Linda Southard, and Mary Jane Gordon were reappointed to  
1-year terms ending 7/20 as ex-officio members of the Historical Committee. Upon motion by 
Walker, seconded by O’Day and carried unanimously, Sue Beeson, Trudy Whitacre, Jane 
Doggett, and Nancy Hess were reappointed to 1-year terms ending 7/20 and Jennie Taylor was 
reappointed to a 2-year term ending 7/21 on the Trails & Open Space Committee. Pegram 
congratulated committee members who had perfect attendance at committee meetings over the 
last year. 

C. Zoning Board appointment: Upon motion by O’Day, seconded by Barnes and carried 
unanimously, Kathy Rooney was reappointed to a 3-year term ending 7/22 on the Zoning Board. 

D. Bid award for US-220 sidewalk project: Whitaker reported that, in accordance with Council’s 
action at the 5/30 meeting, the Town had received 3 informal bids from contractors for the 
sidewalk project. The lowest bid received was from Bar Construction for $136,290. After 
negotiation in which the project construction schedule was increased from 55 days to 85 days, the 
price was lowered to $128,000. Upon motion from O’Day, seconded by Walker and a vote of 3-1 
(Pegram opposed), Council voted to give formal Notice of Award to Bar Construction.  

E. Reports, updates or comments: Whitaker reported that: 1) the SAP shelter project was 
progressing with a 6/30 forecasted completion date; 2) the SCP parking lot project was scheduled 
to begin the current week with 7/22 being the date of significant completion; and, 3) top dressing 
of the fields at SAP was scheduled to be complete by 6/30. 

 
BUSINESS FROM MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

A. Contract Attorney for Legal Services RFQ: Whitaker presented Council with a draft RFQ for 
legal services, noting that it was in response to Council’s directive at the 5/14 meeting. Upon 
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motion by Walker, seconded by O’Day and carried unanimously, Council approved the issuance 
of the RFQ, and directed its publication to include the Greensboro News & Record, Winston-Salem 
Journal, Northwest Observer, and NC League of Municipalities’ newsletter. The deadline for 
 
applications was set as 7/31, with it being noted that applications received prior to that date 
might result in an interview prior to 7/31. 

B. Reports, updates, or comments: Walker expressed appreciation to persons who had volunteered 
to assist with the Founders’ Day parade. 

 
CLOSED SESSION 

Upon motion by Barnes, seconded by O’Day and carried unanimously, Council entered into closed 
session at 9:22pm to consult with an attorney employed or retained by the public body in order to 
preserve the attorney-client privilege as provided under NCGS 143-318.11(a)(3). 

Barnes made a motion at 9:42pm to return to open session. The motion was seconded by O’Day and 
carried unanimously. 

Hill recommended that Council contract with attorney Gray Wilson of the firm Nelson Mullins for 
the purpose of representing the Town in the lawsuit filed by Crawford et al, contingent upon denial 
of insurance coverage by the NC League of Municipalities. Upon motion by O’Day, seconded by 
Barnes and carried by a vote of 3-1 (Pegram opposed), Council voted to hire Gray Wilson as 
recommended by Hill contingent upon denial of coverage by the NC League of Municipalities. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 

Dunham asked O’Day to release town business emails as requested by a public records request filed 
by Danny Nelson 8/15/18. 
 
Upon motion by O’Day, seconded by Walker and carried unanimously, the meeting was adjourned 
at 9:45pm. 

 
 
 
________________________________               ________________________________ 

Gail Dunham, Mayor         Lance G. Heater, Town Clerk 
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