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C O U N C I L  M I N U T E S   SEPTEMBER 11, 2018, 6:30PM, SFD COMMUNITY CENTER 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:30pm by Gail Dunham. Glenn Wise, of Summerfield First 
Baptist Church, provided the invocation, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. The following were 
present: 

                  Council                                                               Staff 
 Gail Dunham, Mayor       Scott Whitaker, Town Manager  
 Dena Barnes, Mayor Pro-tem     Dee Hall, Finance Officer   
 John O’Day         Lance Heater, Town Clerk 
 Teresa Pegram         
 Reece Walker      
 
CONSENT AGENDA 

Pegram and Dunham voiced support for the removal from the agenda of Item 12B (“Appointment to 
fill vacant Council seat”), due to the absence of Attorney Hill. Walker made a motion to approve the 
meeting agenda, with the addition of Item 5A (“Consideration of a proclamation declaring a state of 
emergency”). This motion was seconded by O’Day and carried 3-1 (Pegram opposed due to 
opposition to Item 12B). Upon motion by Walker, seconded by O’Day and carried unanimously, the 
minutes of the 7/10 meeting were approved. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Whitaker noted that, due to the impending Hurricane Florence, the Summer-Cycle recycling event 
was rescheduled to 11/3 at Oak Ridge Elementary School. Whitaker stated the dedication of the 
historical marker at Peace United Methodist Church was scheduled for 9/22. A movie-in-the-park 
event was scheduled for 9/21. Whitaker reported that he had attended a telephonic briefing with 
Guilford County Emergency Management and that officials were monitoring the hurricane closely 
and preparations were being made for emergency services response. 

Upon motion by Walker, seconded by Barnes and carried unanimously, a proclamation was 
approved which stated that Summerfield wished to be included in the event that Guilford County 
issued a proclamation declaring a State of Emergency for the County as a result of the impending 
Hurricane Florence. 
 
EMERGENCY SERVICES REPORTS 

A. Summerfield Fire District: In August there were 17 fire calls, 64 EMS calls, and 18 other calls, 
for a total of 99 calls; 39 car seats were installed. Citizens were reminded to prepare a basic 
disaster supply kit. 

B. Guil. Co. Sheriff’s Dept.: In August there were 145 calls for service for Summerfield. All crime 
was down 40%. 
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C. Guil. Co. Emergency Services: (no report) 
 
 

COMMITTEE / BOARD/EVENT REPORTS 

A. Finance: The Finance Committee did not meet in August. 

B. Historical: Gary Brown reviewed the minutes of the Historical Committee for July and August. 

C. Trails & Open Space: Jane Doggett reported about a new map containing information on 
Summerfield trails. 
 

ATTACHMENTS FOR COUNCIL’S INFORMATION 

Council received the following information, with no action being taken: committee minutes, event 
after-action reports, and the financial report for August. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Mike Markham, operator of a used car business on Summerfield Road and A.J. Rose, owner of the 
building, expressed concern regarding a code enforcement letter they had received. It was noted that 
the Town’s code enforcement efforts were in response to citizen complaints. 

Dwayne Crawford, 1106 Highway 150 West, expressed opposition to Council action to fill a vacant 
Council seat prior to a vote on a charter amendment that would change such appointments from 
extending to the end of the vacant seat’s term to being made only until the next Council election. 
 
COUNCIL AND MANAGER RESPONSE TO COMMENTS 

In response to a question from Pegram, Whitaker stated that the Town receives code enforcement 
reports from its contracted code enforcement officer and offered to share that with Council. 
 
BUSINESS FROM TOWN MANAGER 

A. Summerfield Christmas Tree Lighting: Upon motion by Walker, seconded by O’Day and 
unanimously carried, the event was scheduled for 11/17, 5:30pm, at Summerfield Athletic Park. 

B. Founders’ Day Committee appointments: Upon motion by Walker, seconded by O’Day and 
carried unanimously, Ben Oldham was reappointed as a citizen member. Upon motion by 
Walker, seconded by Barnes and carried unanimously, Lynn Devaney was appointed as a citizen 
member. Upon motion by Walker, seconded by Barnes and by a vote of 3-0 (O’Day having 
recused himself from voting), Kelly O’Day was reappointed as a resident ex-officio member. 
Upon motion by Barnes, seconded by O’Day and by a vote of 3-0 (Walker having recused 
himself from voting), Reece Walker was reappointed as an ex-officio member. 

C. Report, updates or comments: Whitaker reported that: 1) the latest State population numbers 
were 11,631 residents as of 7/1/17; 2) the final, written report of the water feasibility study 
would be received from the Timmons Group 9/21; and, 3) in conjunction with the changing of 
the Town’s web domain from summerfieldgov.com to summerfieldnc.gov, he desired to explore 
placing all town emails online in a searchable format. Dunham asked for a motion to move 
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forward with this effort, but Whitaker stated that a Council consensus would be sufficient. All 
Council members were in agreement with this effort.  

 
 

BUSINESS FROM MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

A. Scheduling of presentation re: intersection master planning by WithersRavenel: It was the 
consensus of Council that an attempt be made to schedule the presentation for 10/11. 

B. Appointment to fill vacant Council seat: Dunham expressed opposition to Council taking 
action to fill the vacant Council seat absent a signed order regarding Todd Rotruck’s appeal of 
the decision of the Guilford County Board of Elections concerning his residency and cited 
potential legal costs. Dunham also cited the upcoming vote on amending the charter, which 
would change the term of individuals filling Council seat vacancies, as a reason for Council 
taking no action at this time. In response to a question from Walker, Whitaker stated that there 
were differing legal opinions as to whether the proposed charter change could be done by 
adoption of an ordinance by Council following a successful initiative vote or whether this type 
of change could only be accomplished through action of State legislature. Whitaker reported that 
Attorney Hill supported a resolution which would declare that if the initiative received a 
majority of “yes” votes, Council would either adopt an ordinance effecting the change or ask the 
State legislature to effect the change. Barnes made a motion to adjourn. This was seconded by 
Pegram and failed by a vote of 1-3 (Pegram voting in the affirmative). 

Walker made a motion to appoint Dianne Laughlin to fill the vacant Council seat, this action 
pending receipt of a signed order of the judge in Todd Rotruck’s appeal of the BOE’s decision. 
O’Day seconded the motion. Dunham suggested that the matter be placed on the agenda for the 
October meeting in the hope that an order would be signed by that time. Dunham expressed 
opposition to a motion that was predicated on a future court order when the content of that 
order is unknown. Pegram stated that citizens had voted for a candidate who opposed Planned 
Development at the last election and that, if Council were to appoint someone, that person 
should also be opposed to Planned Development. Walker rescinded the motion. 

Walker then made a motion to appoint Dianne Laughlin to the vacant Council seat, contingent 
upon receipt of a court order affirming what the judge had written in an email, upholding the 
decision of the BOE. O’Day seconded the motion. Dunham again spoke in favor of deferring any 
action until the October meeting. There was discussion about potential alternate dates for a 
special called meeting. Barnes suggested that action be deferred until receipt of a court order and 
that a special meeting could be called 48 hours after receipt. Walker withdrew his motion.  

 
Upon motion by Barnes, seconded by O’Day and carried unanimously, the meeting was adjourned 
at 8:30pm. 
 
 
 
________________________________               ________________________________ 

Gail Dunham, Mayor         Lance G. Heater, Town Clerk 
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